Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 



I 



niliaa M^ers 



dill 

J*V7 
I7SI 



, J'V? 
/7S/ 



J 






^rj B T W 



-«»i^ 

n 



' c: 



or: 



I 



n 





TREATISE 

O N 

DIAMONDS and PEARLS. 

IN WHICH 

Their Importance is confidered : 

AND 

Plain Rules are exhibited for aicertaining the 

Value of both : 

A N D T H E 

True Method of manufaduring Diamonds. 
ByD^r/fl JEFFRIES, 

JEWELLER. 
The Second Edition, with large Improvements. 



LONDON: 

Priated by C. md J. Ac k i « i. In 5^ Jiha't. Street, 

' For the A U T H O R. 1751. 
(Price One Guinea Bound.) 



• • 









T O T H E 



KING. 



SIR, 

Beg leave, wfth the 
profoundeft humility, 
to dedicate the fol- 
lowing treatifetoyour 
Majejly, the patron of truth 
A 2 and 



Dedication. 

and juftice, and friend to the 
common intereft of mankind, 
more particularly to that of your 
Majejiyh fubjedls : In which 
your royal charafter fliines with 
the brighteft luftre. 

I 

Jt contains rational and plain 
rules for effimating the value of 
Diamonds and Pearls under all 
circimiftances, and for manufac- 
turing Diamonds to th^ greateft 
perfediion : Both which have 
hitherto been but very imper- 
feftly underftood. From hence, 
all property of this kind has 
been expofed to the greateft 

injury. 



DEblcAtlO^f. 

injury, by being fubjedl: to a 
capricious and indeterminate va- 
luation 5 and the fuperlative 
beauty of Diamonds has been 
much debafcd. 

I 

To countenance a Work cal- 
culated to promote a general be- 
nefit, it is humbly apprehended, 
will not be deemed Unworthy 
the condefcenfion of a Crowned 
Head^ as thefe Jewels conftitute 
fo large a part of publick wealth; 
and, as they are, and have 
been in paft ages, the chief or- 
naments of great and diftin- 
guiflied perfonages, in moft 
part3 of the world. 

A3 That 



Dedication, 

, That the fupreme Difpofer 
of all things may long preferve 
your Majefty^ the guardian of 
the commerce and properties 
of' thefe your kingdoms, and 
that you may continue to reign 
in the hearts of a grateful and 
loyal people, is the fervent 
prayer of. 



May it pleafe your Majefty, 

Tour MajeftyV m(fi dutiful. 

And rmji faithful SubjeSt, 



David Jeffries. 



T O T H E 

READER. 

\S the following Treatife is cal- 
culated to inform the "world 
concerning the value o/"Dia- 
monds and Pearls ; the weights made 
ufe of relative thereto, ■ are here fre- 
vioujly explained t as the knowledge of 
them will he found neceffary to the Pub- 
lick, they agree the nearefi to Troy- 
weight of any other, and are common- 
ly called carat weights ; 150 carats . 
make about an ounce of that weight, 
A 4 Ca- 

^'IJ^t:* cui^ftt^ ?n-^T-»- ifXa^ ^ J^»^^^ V'""*'^^ 



fi To the READER. 

Carats are divided into halves^ quaf' 
tersy or grains ; eighths, Jixteenthsy and 
tbirty-.two parts. 



the draughts of the Jfzes ©/"Brilliant 
and Rofe Diamonds, exhibited in the 
plates, are tefii to prove the truth and 
defe&s of the manufaSiure of any Dia- 
mond, and will be found as necejfary as 
fcales and weights, in attaining to a 
right judgment of their value. To 
make the truth of this ajfertion appear 
more evident, it is here to he obferved ; 
Firft, 'That either a Brilliant or Rofe 
Piamond may he wrought in fuch a 
manner as to contain one- fourth, or 
even one-third, more weight than it 
ought to have, which necejfarily injures 
the beauty of its form, and likewife in- 
jures its true fpirit and lujlre ; and^ 

if 



To the READER. iii 

if that over-weight he injudicioujly va-- 
iued^ together with its due weighty the; 
price will be thereby greatly heightened 
above its jufi value^ more efpecially in 
large Diamonds. j4ll which over-- 
weighted Stones will eafily be difcover- 
ed by the fizes exhibited in the plates j 
which exaSily Jhew the true expanjion 
of well wrought Diamonds. 

t 

Secondly, // is to be ohfervedy that 
the fizes before referred to will dif- 
c&oer if any Stones do not carry their 
true fubjiance. An important ctrcuin- 
fiance to be regarded^ inafmuch as any 
degree of want thereof ^ necejfarily lef- 
fens the fpirit and lufire they would 
otherwife be pojfejfed of In both cafes^ 
direSiions are given in the treatife^ 
in what manner every fuch Stone is 

to 
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io he valued^ as well as all other weH 
proportioned ones, according to their 
watery and feveral degrees of per" 
feBion, or imperfeEiion, of what fize 
er weight foever* 



POSTSCRIPT. 

TH E price of this book^ I hope^ 
will not bfi thought too large^ 

when the following matters are taken 
into conjideration. 

Firft, That of its being calculated 
to fettle the value of Diamonds and 
Pearls, on a rational and firm bafis ; a 
circumfiance of no fmall co7tcern^ inaf 
much as their worth has hitherto been 
rated by fancy and caprice^ which has 

frequently 
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frequently proved very injurious even 
to traders in thenty as well as to others 
who have bought them for their ufe. 

Next, As the fubjeB concerns only 
perfons of rank andfortuney and thofc 
of the trade for whofe ufe the hook is 
principally defignedy the f ale of it is 
not like to he very large. To this may 
he addedy that what it contains is the 
produSi of many years ftudyy and diffi- 
cult labour of, various kinds, attended 
with an expence much beyond what can 
readily be imagined* 

And here 1 pall take leave to obfervey 
that inafmuch as the Tables of the prices 
of Diamonds and Pearls anfwer the 
fame purpofes in attaining to the know 

ledge of the value of thefe Jewels, as 

fcales 
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fcales and weights, they may be confi- 
dered in the fame light y and that 
the Diamond Jizes may he depended oH 
for their truths they are all engraved by 
wyfelfy not daring to trufi that per- 
formance to any one elfe ; which is like^ 
wife the cafe in refpeB tofome other 
things, that I pall not here particu- 
larize', all which have ingrojfed my 
thoughts and time to the negleB of ttiy 
private concerns ; by that means I have 
greatly injured a fortune (not got by 
trade) that put me above entering on 
this work with any mean lucrative 
views ; and leafi of all that ofpub- 
lifbing.fqr the fake of the profit that 
fnight arife therefrom. On the con- 
trary, my former circumflances enabled,, 
and my inclinations led me to engage in 
this attempt, in order to ferve the pub- 
lick. 



To the READER. vU 

iicli and the Jewel trade. And to my 

great fatisfaSiion^ I find the principles 

of (he book begin already to operate ; 

from whence it may be prefumed they 

will more and more^ and that the 

^world will experience their utility. 

That this was my original motive is a, 

faEl well kpomn tofome ; and that I 

formerly intended to have publijhed the 

matters contained in this treatife^ 

without having any regard to the 

profit arifing thereby. Thefe circum- 

fianceSi doubtlefsi will have their due 

wight in accounting for the price of 

the book. 

And now I think it my duty to menti- 
on, that whatever knowledge I may have 
acquired by applying my thoughts and 
time this way, 1 fh all endeavour faith^ 

fully 



viii To the READER. 
fully to employ in any bujinefs thai 1 
may be honoured with in the Jewel- 
ling trade, this I have not /poke 
of in my former Edition, nor fiould 
I now, if I were not countenan- 
ced info doing by fome perfons of 
rank, and many of my particular 
friends, both which have of late fa- 
voured me that way : ^nd this leads 
me to hope for an increafe thereof, 
which I flatter myfelf will net be found 
difadvantageous to any that may en- 
gage me in their fervice. In faying 
this I am not apprehenfive of having 
faid too much. 
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An Explanation of fome T E chn i c a l 
Terms made ufe of in this Ireatife, 
in alphabetical order. 

TH E Bezili are the upper fides and cor- 
ners of the Brilliant J lying between the 
edge of the table and the girdle.. 

The Collet is the fraall horizontal plane, or 
iace, at the bottom of the Brilliant. 

The Crowti is the upper work of the rofe, 
which all centers in the point at the top, and 
is bounded by the horizontal ribs. 

The Facets are fmall triangular feces, or 
planes, both in Brilliants and Rafes. In Bril- 
liants there are two forts, Jkew or Jkill facets, 
and Jiar facets. Skill-fecets are divided into 
upper and under. Upper fkill-facets are wrought 
on the lower part of the Bezil, and terminate 
in the girdle j under Ikill-facets are wrought on 
the pavilions, and terminate in the girdle ; 
ftar-facels are wrought on the upper part of 
the bezil, and terminate in the table. 

The 



An Explain AT-ioN, &c. 

The Girdk is the Ime which encompaffcs 
the Stone, parallel to the horizon; or, which 
determines thegreateft horizontal expanfion of 
the Stones. 

Lozenges are common to Brilliants and 
Sl>fes. In Brilliants they are formed by the 
meeting of the Ikill and ftar facets on the be- 
zil : In Uofes, by the meeting of the fecets in 
the horizontal ribs of the crown. 

Pavilions are the under fides and comers of 
the Brilliants, and lie between the girdle and 
the collet. 

The Riis art the lines, or ridges, which 
diffinguifli the feveral parts of the work, both 
of Brilliants, and Rofes. 

The Taile is the large horizontal plane, or 
iace, at the top of the Brilliant. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



[lAMONDS, and Pearls 
beingj of all Jewels, of the 
greateft importance to this, 
and moft nations of the world, juftly 
demand the higheft regard of any ; 
inafmuch as they conftitute the larg- 
eft fliare of Wealth of this kind, and 
are the chief ornaments of great and 
diftinguilhed perfonages : More efpe- 
daily Diamonds, as being the moft 
beautiful and valuable of all. On 
which account, as I have been above ' 
B thirtv 
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thirty years a confiderable trader In 
them, and a manufadturer of Dia- 
monds, I have ftudioufly employed 
great part of my time in fearch of rules 
to afcertain the value of both under 
all circumftances, whatever be their 
weight and magnitude ; and likewife, 
for manufacturing Diamonds to the 
greateft perfedion. And apprehend- 
ing that I have fully fucceeded ; for 
the promotion of the: commerce, and 
for the benefit of the publick, I have 
exhibited, in this treatife, means by 
which the inquifitive may attain to a 
right knowledge in thefe matters ; and 
more efpecially concerning thofc from 
one carat weight, to thofe of one 
hundred carats. 

The plates of the fizes of Diamonds, 
and the tables of the prizes bf both, 
are extended no farther than to Dia- 
monds and Pearls, of that weight: 

They 
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'I'hey might be carried on ad infini- 
ium\ and tirc" rule of valuing will 
hold good^ tho' they ftiould weigh 
as milch as Governor P/V/s Diamond, 
purchafed by the Duke of Orleans for 
the prefentjPr^«Ci6 King, which weighs 
1 36 carats 1, or as three others mem- 
tioned by MonfieUr Tavernier^ in the 
fecond part of his voyages, p. 148, 
Englijh tranflation, vi^. that of the 
Great Duke of lufcany^ which weighs 
139 carats |, or that in a merchant's 
hands, which weights 242 carats A, 
or that of the Great Mogul, which 
weighs 279 carats ,-%. 

If what is contained in this treatife 
be found true, it will confute the not- 
lion, that fome Diamonds and Pearls 
are ineftimable, on account of their 
extraordinary magnitude; which, to 
this time, prevails, upon the fuppofi-- 
tion that no methods can be found to 

B a - deter- 
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determine their valuer anid will like- 
wife greatly contribute to fupport the 
dignity of the diamond manufadture. 



Of the ProduBion ©/"Diamonds, 
and the Principle of valuing them» 

THAT rules may be given for 
the juft valuing of Diamonds 
according to their increafe in fze and 
weighty is rcafonable to fuppofe, from 
this confideration ; that nature has 
produced in times paft, as well as it 
does at preient, Diamonds in the fol- 
lowing manner ; viz. a vaft number 
of fmall ones, and progreffivcly a lefs 
number of larger ; and that they pro- 
mifcuovfly inherit the fame properties, 
and (hare alike of perfedion, and 
imperfedion. This therefore is a fuf- 

flcient 



[ s ] N 

ficient foundation for riites to be given 
for valuing them in proportion to 
their fize and weight, which will be 
found hereafter exhibited ; and if the 
ufe and application of them were con- 
formable to the produdion of nature, 
the rules thus founded, and prefcribed, 
would never be interrupted : And 
therefore, if the humour of the world 
demands, at any time, more or lefs of 
any particular fizes and weights than 
nature provides, th^ price obtruded 
thereby muft be reckoned the occa-^ 
fonaly and not the juji price, and 
complied with as fuch ; which happens 
to be the cafe at prefent, by the extra- 
'. ordinary ufe of fmall Diamonds in the 
decorations now fafhionable in jewel- 
ling. And as the price of thefe fmall 
Diamonds will always fluduate by 
the alterations of fafhions^ little regard 

B 3 wiU 
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will be had in this treatife to any, un-: 
der the, weight of one carat. 

It may be alfo obferved, that the 
value of rough Diamonds from two, 
to three carats, and alio of polijhed 
Diamonds from one, to one and a 
half, do not correspond with the rules 
hereafter laid down ; the price at pre- 
fent being lower than what is afferted 
by the rules ; which is acknowledged, 
and will remain fo, as long as the hu- 
mour prevails of fupplying the place 
of Diamonds of that weight, by mean-: 
ly fetting fmall Stones in a clufter in 
their room, for the fake of a fhowy 
and flafhy appearance, at a lefs price 
than Stones of thefe fizes would ad- 
rait of; by which means thefe fizes 
are lefs ufed than formerly, and be- 
come cheaper (the produdion of na-r 
tiire being always the fame) and from 
hence they are depreciated in their va- 
lue i 
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lue; fo that the prefent prices of 
thefe fizes rnufl alfo be reckoned the 
occafionaU and not xh^jufi price. 

The rules are, neverthelefs, juft, 
uniform, and confonant to nature; 
and therefore are here proper to be 
offered, in order to aflift in coming 
* at the true knowledge of the value 
of Diamonds of a higher worth, than 
fuch as are liable to be affeded in 
their price by the alteration oifaJJmm^ 
in jewelling. 

The principle^ or rule is, that the 
proportional increafe, or value of 
Diamonds, is, as the fquare of their 
weighty whether rough or manu- 
factured. For the explanation where- 
of, an inftance is firft given in rough 
Diamonds ; on which account it will 
be neceffary to lay down a general 
price, which is fuppofed to be 2 /. per 
<:arat; meaning, the whole fpecies, 

? 4 good 
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.good and bad blended together, 
which are worthy the expence of ma- 
nufa6hiry. For example, fuppofethe 
value of a rough Diamond of two 
carats, at the rate of 2 /. per carat, 
fhould be required ; the rule is, firft, 
tp multiply 2 by 2, which makes 
4, the fquare of its weight ; then, 
multiply the product of 4 by 2 1^ the 
pdce of one carat, that makes 8/: 
which is the true value of a rough 
Diamond of 2 carats. 

To make this rule applicable to 
manufaBured Diamonds it will be 
neceflary to afcertain what wajicy or 
lojs of weighty will be fuftained in 
manufacturing them. And here it 
may be advanced as a matter of facS:, 
that half the weight will be loft; 
confequently, doubling the weight 
of any manufadured Diamond, ren- 
ders the rule of the fame ufe to fhew 

their 
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their value. This lofs is to be undeis 
flood to relate to the general manu-> 
fadury of Brilliant, and Rofe Dia-» 
monds in the moid: perfedt manner. 
To that end, rules are to be offered 
for a general pradiice in both kinds of 
nianufaftury ; which, if conformed 
to, will be found to exhibit Diamonds 
in fuch a manner, as to be produdive 
of greater pcrfcdion, and faving of 
weight, than any other flandards of 
practice. 



0/" bril;.iant Diamonds, and 
the Method of manufaBuring 
them. 

I^RILLIANTS are firft to be 
) conlidered. And the manufac- 
tury of a fquare one, is fixed on for 

the 
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the fundahiental, and governing rule 
of pra<Stice ; nature for the moft part 
direding thereto, as it produces abun- 
dantly more app^ncnt^x pointed Stones, 
than Stones of any other form ; and 
becaufe the fame depth, or fubftance, 
and the fame manner of proportioning 
that fubftance, which are eflential in 
rendering a fquare Brilliant compleat, 
are necelTary in rendering a Brilliant 
qt any other (hape compleat ; and 
ynore fubftance, or any other manner 
of, proportioning, will be found upon 
experience prejudicial to the beauty of 
their form, and the true dignity of 
their fpirir and luftrc ; compared with 
fuch as are made conformable to the 
following rules. 

The form of a fix pointed rough 
Diamond is previoufly to be de- 
fcribed ; as the fhape of it is not much 
known. 

It 
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It is a figure compoifecl of twq 
^uare pyramids, joined at their bafes, 
and which form an out-line of a true 
fquare. The whole figure is com- 
pofed of eight triangular faces, or 
planes ; four above the bafe, and four 
below it ; all meeting in two points, 
one at top, the other at bottom ; ter^ 
ininating in the poles of the axis, or 
line pafllng through the centre oi the 
Stone from top to bottom. Some Ston::s 
are found to anfwer this figure very 
nearly. To make a compleat fquare 
Prilliant from fuch a Stone, if it be 
not exadly true by nature, it muft be 
made fo by art. 

The firft thing therefore to be done, 
is to reduce that part, reprefenting the 
bafe of the two pyramids, to an exad: 
fquare, which forms what is called the 
girdle of the Stone ; and thenj work 
by the fquare from the girdle, which 

5 will 



will produce the two points of the 
axis ; and, if it be truly executed, 
the length of the axis from point to 
point, will be equal to the breadth 
of the fquarc from fide to fide. A 
draught of a fide view of fuch a Stone 
will be found in the firft plate, N^. i. 
The next thing to be done, is to 
produce the Table and Collet. In or- 
der ,to which, divide the block into 
eighteen parts from top to bottom ; 
and then take away from the upper 
part -rr, and from the lower part -.-V-. 
This gives th^ upper part, or table 
fide, yv above the girdle, which is 
T of the remaining fubftance ; and the 
lower, or collet fide, J-g or y ; only 1 2 
of the original 1 8 parts being left in 
depth. And thus the table and collet 
are formed ; which will be found to 
bear this proportion to each other, 
vi%. th^ collet will be one fifth of the 

breadth 
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breadth of the table. In this ftate iC 
is a compleat fquare table Diamond* • 
Its different p?irts are denoted by 
the letters a^ b^ c, d^ e. — a, fhews what 
is ufually called the table of the Stone, 
which is an horizontal plane at the 
top ; b, the upper fides or bijtls ; c, the 
girdle, which fhews. its expanfion 5 
d, the under fides or pavilions ; e, the 
collet, which is a finall horizontal 
plane at the bottom. The prick'd 
lines above, the table, and thofe below 
the collet, (hew what has been taken 
away. A fide view of one will be 
found in plate I. N°. 2. 

Note, This fpecies of manufiidury 
has been exhibited time out of mind ; 
and the Brilliant, which is an improve- 
ment upon it, has bten introduced 
within the laft century ; as will appear 
to thofe who (hall give themfel ves the 
trouble of an enquiryi But this not 
being effential to the -prefent under- 

. . taking, 
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taking, (which will be purfued with 
the utmoft brevity) an hiftorical ac- 
count of thefe matters is omitted. 

This is the foundation of afquafe 
Brilliant ; and, in order to render 
it a ferfeEi Brilliant^ each corner 
muft be fhortened ^th part of its diago- 
nal ; and then the corner ribs of the 
upper fides muft be flattened, or run 
towards the centre of the table 4. Icfe 
than the fides; and the lower part, 
which terminates in the girdle, muft be 
T of one fide of the girdle ; and^ach 
corner rib of the under fides, muft be 
flattened at the top, to anfwer the 
above flattening at the girdle ; and at 
the bottom i of each fide of the 
collet. A fide view of one will be 
found in plate I. N°. 3. 

The parts of the fmall work which 
compleats it a Brilliant, are called fiar 
and skill fajfetsy and are of a trian- 
gular 
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gular (hape. Thofe which join to the 
table are the ftar fafTets, thofe which 
join to the girdle the skill faffets. Both 
of thefe partake equally of the depth 
of the upper fides from the table to 
the girdle, and meet in the middle 
of each fide of the table and girdle, as 
alfo at the corners; and thus they 
produce regular Lozenges on the four 
upper fides and corners of the ftone. 
The triangular fafiets on the under 
fides joining to the girdle, muft be 
half as deep again as the above fafTets, 
to anfwer to the collet part ; that is to 
lay, in the proportion of three to two. 
A draught of a Brilliant rendered 
compleat, will be found in plate I. 

Under the before - mentioned 
draughts, are reprefented four com- 
pleat Brilliants in an horizontal view, 
by double draughts, Weighing 36 ca- 
rats 
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rats each. N*^. 5. is afquare^ N*'. & 
around^ N°. 7. an oval, N^. 8. ^i 
<5?r(7^. The left-hand draughts re- 
gard their upper parts, and thofe on 
the right their under parts, w:hich are 
fuppofed to be divided at their gir- 
dles. They are thus feparately repre- 
fented, the better to fliow their whole 
work, and in what manner it fhould 
lie ; and likewife their fize, or expan- 
sion, and the fize of their tables and 
collets. 

Note, Their perpendicular depths 
from table to collet, are fhewn by the 

length of the bars placed under each 
double draught. TheoBagon in the mid- 
dle of the left-hand draught of N **. 5 . is 
the table, which is an horiontal plane, 
or face, at the top, and is denoted bjr 
the letter a. The triangular faffets 
adjoining to the table are ftarfajfets, 

and are denoted by the letter b. Thofc 

adjoining 
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adjoining to the extreani part, or out- 
lined, are skill faffets-, and are noted 
by the letter c. Thcfe, meeting in the 
middle of the upper fides, and corners 
of the ftone, form figures of a lozenge 
ihape round the upper fides and cor- 
ners of the Stone, and are denoted by 
the letter d. The out-lines of this, 
and that of the right-hand draught, 
arc the girdle of the Stone, and are de- 
noted by the letter e. The triangular 
faflets adjoining to the out-lines of the 
right'hand draughts are the under skill 
fajfets, and are denoted by the letter^ 
The lo^er fides are denoted by the let- 
ter^. The odagon in the middle is 
the collet^ which is denoted by the let- 
ter h ; and is an horizontal plane,, or 
face, at the bottom of the Stone, This 
defcription ferves as an explanation of 
the other three double draughts. All 
lines within the out-lines of the draughts,. 

are 
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are called W^j in DiamcHids. ^Th^ 
draughts, with thefe explanations, will 
always be found of ufe to give a right 
idea of a Brilliant Diamond. In 
Plate VI, there is a draught ^f an in- 
firument ufeful for examining the fize 
and depth of any Diamond, called a 
f rover. 
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Of tbejizes or expanjion of Brilliants. 

ft 

IN Plates II, III, IV, V, is exhi- 
bited a lift of the draughts of the 
horizontal reprefentation of SSfi^^^ 
Brilliants, from one carat weight, to an 
hundred carats, ranged in a progref* 
five order, according to their increaie 
in fize, and weight ; which are fb 
many tefts to prove the truth, or error, 
of the manufadure of any Brilliant 
- - I Diamond. 
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Diamond. Htce k is to be obfervedi 
that their depths are expreffed by the 
length of the bars placed under each 
draught ; and the fize of their collets^ 
by the o<Stagons under the bars, in or* 
der more diftindtly to dilcern their fe- 
vcral parts. The numerical figures on 
the left-hand of each draught, regard 
their nundter ; thofe on the right-hand, 
thtii weight. 

The reafon why the number of fizes 
is not more multiplied, is, left the 
progredlon of increafe in fize (hould 
not be difcernable ; and, by that 
meatis (hould create too great a diffi^ 
culty in adjufting the degrees in which 
any ft one d^rts from truth. And 
this the rather, on account of other 
ftones differing in their fhapes at the 
tahle, girdle^ and cdUtt from thofe of 
fyuare Brilliants ; which increafes, in 
fpme meafure, the difficulty of deter- 
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mining any difFerence to a great nice- 
ty ; the ufe of the fizes being to ex- 
pofe any cbnfiderable, or grols depar- 
ture from truth, and to prevent the 
carrying on the bafe and heavy manu- 
fadlure, which has of late prevailed in 
an extravagant degree, to the great 
difparagement of the Diamond fpecies ; 
and has contributed, likewife, to a 
great deception, and impofition on the 
publick. It may with truth be faid, 
regarding y5/?^jf// Stones (which m&an$ 
Stones under the weight of a carat) 
that, in general, they are fo ill made 
a» to be void of their true beauty in 
all refpeAs ; and, by reafon of their 
clofenefs, or want of due expanfion, 
they will not fill up, by one fourth, 
the fame fpace as well made Stones do 
in a piece of jewelling work. Confer 
quently, they are fo much lefs in ap- 
pearance ; and, as they retain one 

. . fourth 



fourth more weight, than well made 
Stones of the fame expanfion ; and, as 
they are wrought for one third, or 
half the price, the vender of fuch can 
afford to fell them at leaft 30 per cent. 
lefs, than he can afford to fell well 
made Stones. 

The truth of thefe matters will evi- 
dently appear by future enquiry and 
obfervation. 
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Of the Ufe of tie bkilliaj^t Siz^s 
in dif covering ill wrought ones* 

HERE it may be proper to (how, 
how far this ill manner of work- 
ing before-mentioned may debafe Dia- 
monds of larger fizes, . and how much 
it may contribute to the deception both 
of buyer and feller. To that end will 

C 3 be 
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be jQicwn the ufe of the ftzes in difco- 
vcring a w^//, or an ill made, Brilliant. 
For example, fuppofe two ftones of 
fix carats weight each, the one a 
well made, the other an ill made 
Stone ; the firft will tally in all circum-' 
fiances with N°. 20. of "fix ca:rats 
weight ; and the laft may be loaded 
with -undue fubftance, by which means 
its expanfion may not exceed one of 
five, or four carats weight. If any 
Brilliant be fo circumftanced, it is to 
be valued only as it agrees with any of 
the fame expaniion in the lift, allow- 
ing for the expence of rectifying j be- 
caufe, whatever fubftance, or weight, 
it carries beyond what its fize demands, 
deftroys, in proportion to ftich exce/s, 
the beauty of its make, and its true 
fpirit and luftre. And here may be 
feen, the difference it would make to 
a purchafer, who may be induced to 

give 
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give the price, that a well made Stone 
of £ix carats weight demands, for one 
whc^fe expaniion may not exceed tha^ 
of five, or four catats weight. For 
exam|)le, a Stone of fix carats weight, 
by the rule before laid down, k 
worth ----- I, 288 o o 
Oilc of five carats - - 200 o o 
One of four carats - - 128 o o 
If the diiFerencc be fo great in the in- 
ftance given, how much greater muft 
it . be in regard to Stones of larger 
Wjci^tJ ? And as that may be eafily 
known by the fame method of en- 
quiry, . no other inftance need be here 
given. 

Since then, fo great n dec^fption 
may arife fi-om the ill manufa<3:ure of 
Diamonds, the great ufe of the fizes 
m difcovering fiicb, evidently appears. 
Arid, as the attaining a r^t know- 
ledge of the /r»tf make of Dianlonds, 

C 4 will 



[ 24 ] 
will be found, of all otHer circum- 
Aances, the moft neceflary in arriving 
sit their va/ue I fome remarks are here 
made, by which the reader is informed 
in what manner the defeBs of ill made 
Brilliant Diamonds will appear. To 
that end, an inftance is given of a Stone 
of fix carats weight, which is but of the 
cxpanfion of one of five carats. It will 
partake more, or lefs, of all the following 
defeds. Either it will be deeper than 
a Stone of five carats j or, if not 
deeper, its table and collet will be 
larger, and that Will render it blockyj 
by the fides being too upright ; or, it 
will be left too thick at the girdle, be- 
fore the /mall work (which means the 
Jlar, and- skill fajfets) is performed ; 
and, if fuch thicknefs be fufficiently 
reduced ; that is, fo as to be confident 
with fafety in fetting, the skill facets 
will be executed in an cbtu/e, or. blunt 

manner, 
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manner, and that will ca.uk an undue 
Jwelling in the Stone ; or it may, . after 
all, be left too thick at the girdle. A 
Stone thus made will unavoidably be 
of an ill form, and be rendered lifelefi, 
and dull ; which cannot be redified 
without the lofs of its fuperabounding 
weight, which will reduce it to five 
carats ; and therefore it is to be va- 
lued only as one of five carats. And 
in cafe a Stone, weighing fix carats, 
fiiould tally only in fize with one (^ 
four carats, thefe defers will be pro- 
portionably increafed, to the ftill greater 
prejudice of the Stone ; and therefore 
it will be purchafing deformity at the 
price of beauty. 
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Of the method of manufaSiuring^ and 
valuing^ spread Brilliants. 

» 

CONCLUDING it unnecef- 
; fary to add any thing farther oa 
the head of fullfubfiancedy and over* 
weighted BrilliaQts -, the next thing that 
reqttires notice, is, the method, of mar 
nuHkduring and G^imsivagfpread Bril-' 
liants. As to the method of making 
them j to do it in the mofl compleat 
manner, they mofi be proportioned, 
as in the cafe of full fubdanced oncs^ 
list the upper, or tahU fide,, and i at 
the under -i or collet fide ; and whatever 
be the diameter of their tables^ that of 
their collets muft be y thereof. The 
fmall work is to be performed in the 
&me manner as is pradifed in full fub- 
ftanced Stones. This is all that is ne- 

ceflary 
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ceilary to be taken notice of, in regard 
to their tnanufaSiure. But, previ- 
ous to the method of valuing them» 
the following obfervation may be fug- 
gefted ; — that, as iiiiBcient reafon&have 
been given to make it appear, that 
Brilliants may be injured in their fhape, 
and true beauty, by a fuperabounding 
of weight ; fo, on the contrary, it will 
appear, that if they do not carry their 
true, or full fubftance, they will be in- 
jured in both .thcfe circumftances j by 
refleding on the confequence of render- 
ing them very thin or ijpread -, which has 
frequently been carried to fo great aa 
6xcefsi a« to deprive them of the be- 
nefit of wwkmanfhip ; for the work 
muft necef&rily be fa flat, as to caufe 
&ch Stones to be faint, and languid in 
their luftrC) and thereby lefs WOTthy of 
efleem in proportion to iiich exc<els. 
Notwithllan£ag which, it will be 

fouhd, 
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found, that in paft times, inftead of 
valuing THE Weight of fuch wrought 
Diamonds, lefs on that account, it has 
been valued the more ; merely for the 
feke of their making a fliowy appear- 
ance. To which may be added, that 
all fuch Stones are more liable to re- 
ceive injury by blows, falls, or hard 
preffure, than full fubftanced ones. 

Here it is neceflary to explain what, 
is meant by excefs^ becaufe it muft 
be allowed, that fome Stones are fo 
formed by nature, as not to be ca- 
pable of being manufadlured by art 
into any other than fpread Bril- 
liants, without too great a wafte of 
the Diamond fpecies. Therefore, it 
may be laid down as a fit rule, to in- 
clude under that denomination [viz, 
of excefs) all fpread Brilliants expand- 
ed beyond the fize of full fubftanced 
ones of double their weight ; and fuch 

arc 
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arc to be valued only as they may be 
fuppofed to weigh, if reduced to this 
ftandard. 

It remains to (how, in what man* 
ntT fpread Stones are to be valued^ 
which is as full fubftaiiced ones are of 
the fame weight, (imilar in all other 
circumAances. And they are to be fo 
valued, . on account of their expanfioii 
to the degree above-mentioned ; for it 
mufl be admitted, that thefpacioufnefs 
of their appearance to that degree, 
<?ounter- balances the deficiency of luf- 
tre, owing to their want of fubftapce. 
And this is all that can be offered in 
juftification of fo valuing them, which 
carries the appearance of partiality ra- 
ther in their favour,, than disfavour ; 
efpecially in regard to fuch as are of 
the greateft expanfion within the limits 
mentioned^ confidering, that full 

fubflanced 
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/lib^aced StoQes have all the advaor 
tageis that both nature and art can 
beftow. 



Of KosE Diamonds. 

HE R £ it is to be obferved* that 
nothing can more perpetuate 
Rose Diamonds in the efteem they 
have hitherto had in the world, than 
maintaining the truth of their manu* 
h.€tuTC. Nor was it ever more fit to 
be recoitnmended than at preifent, on 
account of the corrupt tafte that hais 
of late prevailed, in converting /?^ 
Diamonds into Brii/iantf, under pre- 
tence of rendering them, by that means, 
a more beautiful, and excellent Jewel. 
This has frequently been done, to the 
great prejudice of their value, by lel^ 

fening 



jboiog the wei^it) and expan£oQ idief 
bore in their prccediog ftate ; and they 
have frequently been more injadki- 
oufly manufadured in the new fpecies, 
than they were in the «A/. Thie ^i4U- 
appear to have been often the cafe, by 
the upper fuart of fuch ftones not. car^ 
rying a true proportion of the fubftajfice 
of the Stone: Which of courfc ren- 
ders the upper part flat, and the table 
oi an immoderate extent ; fo that the 
fide wfrk, or bezil, appears but as a 
narrow border. This method of work- 
ing has been introduced for the fake of 
{veferving the expaniion, and weight 
of fuch Stones, which unavoidably 
would be more reduced, if they were 
allowed tlicir true proportion of top. 
Which redudion both of their weight 
and expanfion will appear ever necef- 
Jiry to Ije done, to render fuch Stones 

compleat 



^ 
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compleat {pread Brilliants ; for fuch 
only are they capable of being manu- 
fadured into. 



. m-*^ 



Of toe impropriety of transforming 
well wrought Rose Diamonds^ 
into Brilliants. 

FROM what has been obferved, 
it will appear, that no Rofe Dia- 
monds are proper fubje^s of this me- 
tamorpho^, but fuch only as are over 
weighted ; and of fuch, thofe are the 
moil proper fubjeds of the metamor- 
phofls which have the bafe, or girdle, 
too thick. The over weight will be 
difcovered by ths^fizes hereafter men- 
tioned. To convert any Rofe Dia- 
mond, not fo circumftanced, to a 
Brilliant, will be fliown to be a pra^ice 

not 
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not founded in reafon, and which car^^ 
ries in it the appearance of an attempt 
to depreciate this antient and fpacious 
manufa<Sbure of Diamonds, in order to 
exalt a new one beyond' its real and 
true merit. 

For it will be found, that a com- 

pleat Rbfe Diamond will be more ex- 
panded than a compleat Brilliant of the 
fame weight, and proportionably fo in 
regard to fpread Stones j therefore, as 
it has been (hewn, that an increafe of 
expanfion is fubftituted in the room of 
depth,^ or fubftance, in Brilliants, the 
fame is to be admitted in ri^gard to 
Rofe Diamonds, provided their expan- 
fion docs not exceed the limits pre- 
fcribed in the cafe of fpread Brilliants. 
And if it be admitted, as fome have 
aflerted, that there is a fuperior excel ' 
lency in Brilliants ; what mujfl be the 
confequence, but that Rofe Diamonds 

D muA 
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mufi: iink in their value, to the great 
prejudice of the moft noble and anti- 
ent Families, who are greatly poflefTed 
of them, as being a more antient Jewel 
than Brilliants ? But, on the contrary, 
it will appear that Rofe Diamonds, 
when truly manufadured, > are not in- 
ferior to Brilliants, all circumftances 
coniidered. 



Of the Form of a Rose Diamond. 

SOME obfervations are now to be 
made concerning their form. 
Their being called Rofe Diamonds, pro- 
bably took its rife from their fhape, in 
foiile meafure refembling that of arofc- 
bud before it expands its leaves. They 
appear in a kind of femi-globular 
form, only terminating in a point at 

i the 



the top. Which form, and likewifc 
the work, or facets thereof, covering 
the whole face of the Stone, being 
mote equal, exhibit a more even dis- 
play of beauty, than a Brilliant, who(e 
luftrc is derived from the angles^ or 
facets, of the fides only. And as their 
angles are larger than thofe of a Bril* 
liant, they throw forth more copious 
rays, the luflre of which appears to be 
equivalent to the fparkling vigour of 
the fmaller, and more numerous an- 
gles of a Brilliant 

The fitnefs of aflerting the dignity 
of the Rofe Diamond manufadure 
having been (hewn, the manner in 
which it is to be performed, is nexc 
to be pointed out. But firft, it is ne- 
ceflary to lay down what is requifite 
to conftitute a complcat Rofe Pia- 
mohd. A round, or circular Stone 
is found the fitteft for that purpofe ; 

D 2 becaufe 



} 



[36] 

()ecaufe its form is the nioft beautiful, 
and produdive of more vigour than 
any other fhaped Stone ; which arifes 
from its admitting of more equal, and 
better conneded fafTets, than other 
fhaped Stones will allow of. And for 
this farther reafon, that the fame fub> 
dance, and manner of proportioning, 
which renders them mofl compleat, 
will render Stones of any other fiafe 
as beautiful as their forms will admit. 
The right fubftance, proportions, and 
maufa^iure of a circular Rofe Dia- 
mond are as follow. 



Of the ManufaEiure of <; R o s e 

Diamond. 

THE depth of the Stone from 
the bafe to the point, mufl be 
half the breadth of the diameter of the 

bafc 
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bafe of the Stone ; and the diameter of 
the crown muft be f of the diameter of 
the bafe ; and the perpendicular from 
the bafe to the crown muft be J- of the 
depth of the Stone ; and then, the lo- 
zenges, which appear in all circular 
Rofe Diamonds, will be equally di- 
vided by the ribs that form the crown. 
The upper angles, or facets, will termi- 
nate in the extream point of the Stone, 
and the lower in the bafe or girdle. 

In the 6th plate, there are four 
draughts of Rofe Diamonds manufac- 
tured by the before-mentioned rules.' 
The firft is a fide view of a circular 
fhape. The fecond, an horizontal 
view of the fame. The third, an oval. 
The fourth, a drop. Their feveral 
parts are explained by the firft and fe- 
cond draughts. As to the firft, a^ is 

^t point y by the crown, f, the ^/V- 
dUy The upper triangles, or faffets, 
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iliow half the work of the crown ; the 
tinder triangles, half the fide. As to 
the fecond draught, the commoain- 
terfeftion of the fix crofs lines meeting 
in the centre of the draught, is the 
potTft ; the lines that form the hexa- 
gon, and the triangles within it, com- 
pofe the, crown ; the triangles without 
the hexagon compofe the fides ; the 
out-lines (how tht girdle. All lines in 
the draughts are called ribs in Dia- 
monds, except what cxprefs the gir- 
dles. Thefe draughts are reprefenta- 
tionsof Rofe Diamonds of 36 carats 
weight each, and may be of perpetual 
life to give a right idea of their proper 
figures, and workmanfhip. 



Of 
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Of the Sizes of Rose Diamonds, 
and their Ufe in difcovering ill 
wrought ones. 

IN the following Plates VII, VIII, 
IX, X, is exhibited a lift of 55 
draughts of circuliir Rofe Diamonds 
from one carat weight, to an hundred 
carats, which are fp many tefts to* 
prove the truths or defeSfs, of any ma- 
nufadured Stone of that kind. Their 
ufe, as in the cafe of Brilliants, will 
be (bown in proving a Rofe Diamond 
to be either truly made, or not. For 
cxan^le, fuppofe one of five carats 
weight ; if it be truly made, it will 
be as expanded at the bafe, c»r girdle, 
as N°. 1 8. of five carats, and the fize 
c^ the Crown will alfo agree there* 
with ; its depth will be likewife half 

D 4 its 
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its diameter, or breadths But if it be 
bafely made, and kft loaded with un« 
due weight, its expanfiion at the bafe 
may not exceed one of above three, or 
four carats weight. Such a Stone, 
according to the degree in which it falls 
fhort of its juft fize, will partake of 
fome, or all the following defeats. 
Either its depth, from the bafe to the 
point, will exceed the rule ; or, tho* 
It {hould not be too deep, its fides be- 
low the crown may be too upright^ 
which will be difcovered by the crown's 
ifXceeding its proper extent, and that 
will confequently caufe a flatnefs from 
the crown to the point ; or the crown 

may be fituatcd too high ; if fo, the 
fize of the down may not exceed its 
juft extent, but then it will occaiion 
an increafed flatne& of the crown, and 
produce an extravagant depth below it; 
or the girdle may be left too thick. If 

any 
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any Rofe Diamond is made after this 
manner, it will, according to the-de^ 
grcc in which it is thus defe<9;ive, be 
injured in its ihape, fpirit, and luftre ; 
and therefore is not to be valued by its 
weight, but only as it agrees in fizef 
with any in the lift ; for the fame rea- 
fi^ns as are given in the like cafe of 
Brilliants. 



d^tmmmm 



Of the Method of manufoEiuring^ 
and valuingt spread Ross 
■ Diamonds. 

THE next thing to be regarded, 
is the manner of making, and 
valuing, j^r^^</ Rofe Diamonds. As to 
the manner of making them ; what is 
neceflary to be obferved, is, that their 
crowns muft be of fuch an extent, and 

placed 
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placed in Aich a fituation, as to pre^ 
vcat any difprc^rtionate flatnefs in 
the crown, and unequal division of 
the lozenges : And, that they be made 
as thin at the girdle as is confiA^tLt 
with fafety in fetting them. This i* 
all that is necefl&ry to be obfervcd on 
that head. As to valuing them ; the 
fame methojd is to be obferved, as inthe 
cafe, of fpread Brilliants in all'refpedls. 

Note, This article of makingjpread 
Rofe Diamonds, is as necei&ry to. the 
fame ends and pu'rpofes, as the manur 
fadure oi fpread Brilliants \ inafmuch 
as they occupy thinner matter than 
Brilliants can. 

From what has been iaid of Roft 
Diamonds, it feems evident, taking 
in all circumftances, that they defervc • 
as much efteem and regard as Bril- 
liants, and are intitled, weight for 
weight, to an equal value : Some pcr- 

(bns 
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foais with us, and thoie of great repu- 
tation for knowledge in Diamonds, 
prefer the former to the latter j but, 
although this be the opinion of par- 
ticular perfons, it feems no better 
grounded than that of others, in giving 
Brilliants the preference ; for the fame 
confequence muft follow from thence 
to the pofTeflbrs of Brilliants, as has 
been mentioned concerning the pof- 
feflbrs of Role Diamonds; which was, 
that if Brilliant Diamonds were pre- 
£;rred to Rofe Diamonds, thefe latter 
muft fink in their value ; fo, on. the 
contrary, if Rofe EKamoods a^e pre- 
ferred, Brilliants muft fink in their 
value ; and if they are equally cftccmed 
and valued, as ap^^ars they ought 
to be, it will conduce to the fav- 
ing of weight, that a bias to either 
mode of working will unavoidably 

occafion. 

The 



it 

The next thing that falls under 
Confideration, is the methods o£ valu- 
ing Diamonds. 



TTbeJirfl Method of valuing wrought 
Diamonds in conjunEiion with 
ROUGH Diamonds, out of which 
they are/uppofed to he wrought, 

AN example is here given to (how 
in what manner the value of a 
manufft&ured, or wrought Diamond, 
of one carat, is to be found, upon the 
principle advanced, fuppofing rough 
Diamonds to be valued at two pounds 
fer carat. 

The weight of fuch a ftone muft be 
doubled (on account of half being 

fuppofed to be loft in working it) 

which 
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which is confidered as its original 
weight, making two carats ; then mul> 
tiply that weight into itfelf, which 
iquares it, and makes 4 ; laftly, mul- 
tiply the 4 by 2, that produces eight 
pounds, which is the value of a Stone 
of one carat wrought or poliHied, and 
is equal to the value of the rough Dia- 
mond of two c&rats, out of which it 
is fuppofed to be made. This iingle 
inftance is here given to fhow the 
' value of rough Diamonds in the price 
of wrought ones ; and as a farther 
explanation of the rule of valuing 
them, and previous to the offering any 
other, Jt is to be obferved, that al- 
though two pounds is laid down as the 
general price of rough Diamonds, it 
is neverthelefs to be underftood, 
that rough Diamonds differ in their 
value according to their different de- 
grees of perfedion or imperfe^ion, and 

according 
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according to the lofs of weight they 
may be fuppofcd to fuftain in being 
truly wrought ; as it is well knawn, 
that fome will lofe abundantly more 
than others, arifing frotti their ill forms 
and other defeds that may attend them, 
which deffcSts are fo numerous and 
difficult to be expreffed, that what 
may be faid of them would probably 
not be underftood but by the moft ex- 
perienced traders and manufadurers of 
them. This confideration and that of 
its being but of little concern to the 
publick, prevents my faying any thing 
more relating thereto. 

In farther explaining the principle 
of valuing wrought Diamonds, three 
other inftances, befides that already 
given, will be offered, to {hew the ope- 
ration of the principle in coming at the 
Value of wrought Diamonds, which it 
is judged will be fufficient in all other 

cafes 
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cafes in this way of proceeding. After 
that will be offered three more of the 
fame weight, in a difi^rent manner of 
proceeding, but to the fame end. 

Here it may be proper to hint, that 
all the inftances that will be given, are 
founded upon the price of rough 
Diamonds in general being put at two 
pounds per carat, viz. good and bad 
blended together, as has been before 
noticed ; fo that two pounds is the 
price of the middle fort only : And it 
is alfo to be remembered, that in manii- 
faduring, half the weight is fuppofed 
to be wafted. And as miftakes may 
be made in calculating the value of 
particular Diamonds, in the manners 
hereafter prefcribed, it is here noted, 
that the prices of Diamonds, from one 
of one carat to one of an hundred 
carats, of this degree of goodnefs, are 
contained in Plates XI, XII, Xllt, 

XIV, 
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XIV, XV, XVI ; which will 
prove the truth or falfity of any cal- 
culation : And it is alfo tp be ob- 
ferved, that the expence of manufac- 
ture, or workmanfliip, is excluded in 
all the inftances that will be given on 
this occadon, the reafons of which will 
hereafter appear. 

Now follow the three other in- 
Aances piropofed, to explain^ this firfl 
method of finding the value of any 
wrought Diamonds. 



The jirji Instance. 

To find the value of one of five carats 
weight, the weight muft be doubled, 
on account of half being fuppofed 
loft in working it ; that replaces its 
original weight, which makes ten 
carats; then multiply lo by lo, that 

(quares 
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r * * . 

fquares the weight, and makes lob 
tarats; and, laftly, the lOo muft be 
multiplied by 2 pounds, the price 
of, one carat ; that produces 200 
pounds, and is the value of a wrought 
Stone of five carats, and the price of 
the Diamond when rough. 



EXAMPLE. 


Multiplied by 


10 CaraU , 
10 Poundi 

t 


Makes 
Multiplied by 


100 
2 Pound3 


Makes 


200 Pounds 

• 



Second Ii^tstance. 

To find the value of one of five 
Scarats^, the weight ihUfl be doubled, 
that makes 10 f; next multiply that 

£ weight 
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weight by 4, to bring it into fourths^ 
or grains, which makes 41 ; then 
multiply 41 by 41, that makes 1681, 
the fquare of the weight in fixteenths ; 
therefore divide the 1 681 by 16, that 
brings it again into carats, and makes 
1 05 carats ^ ; which multiplied by 
2 pounds produces 2 1 o/. is. 6d. and 
is the value of the Stone, rough or 
wrought. 



EXAMPLE. 

Carats 
10 i 

4 

• 


41 
41 

41- 
164 

Carats 
x6) 168 1 ( 105 


r 



jf. 210 2 6 



nirii 



Third Instance. 

> 

To find the value of one of five carat* 
J; the weight doubled is lo carats 4. ; 
reduce that weight into grains, by mul- 
tiplying it by 4, that makes 42; then 
multiplying 42 by 42, that makes 
1764, the fquare of the weight in 
fixteenths ; which divide by 1 6, that 
brings them again into carats, and 
makes no carats and vV > which 
multiply by 2/. that produces 220/. lOtf. 
and is the value of the ftone, rough 
ttr wrought. 

EXAMPLE. 

19 i 




42 

168 

— — Carats 




k6 ) 1764 ( no -h 

2 

^. 220 10 
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Tthe SECOND Method of nialu-- 

ing WROUGHT D I AMONDS, in 

ConjunBion with the rough 
Diamonds, out of which they 
arefuppofed to be wrought. 



Ftrft Instance. 

To find the value of a Dia^ 
mond of five carats weight, 
^as in the foregoing cafes, fo in this, 
the weight muft be doubled ; that 
makes lo carats. As a rough Diamond 
of one carat is vakied at two pounds, 
every carat in this Stone accumulates 
ten times that value ; and fo every 
carat in this Aone is to be valued 
at twenty pounds j therefore mul- 
tiply 10 carats by 20 pounds, that 

will 
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will produce 200 pounds, and is 
the value of the Stone, rough or 
wrought. 



EXAMPLE. 

10 Caratik 
Multiplied by 20 

Make$ the Total 2 op Pounds. 



Second I n s.t a n c e. 

To find the value of one of five 
carats ^ ; the weight doubled make^ 
I o carats i ; next reckon that weight 
in the foregoing manner, that makes 
every carat in this Stone worth twenty 
pounds, ten (hillings : So firft mul- 
tiply 10 carats by 3.0 pounds, that 
flakes 200 pounds ; then multiply 
IQ carats by 10 fliillings, that makes 

E 3, iQa 
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I oo {hillings, or 5 pounds j next add 
the value of a fourth of a carat at the. 
rate of 20/. ids,, that makes 5/. 2s. 6^ 
laftly, caft up thefe three fums, the 
total will be 210/. 2s, ()d. and is 
the value of the ftone, rough or 
wrought. 



' 



EXAMPLE. 



Multiplied by 



10 

20 



Makes . 206 

loCts. multby loj,. makes 5 
The Value of ;^ of a Carat 
at 20/. los. is 



Carats 

Pounds 

'* 

Pounds 



I 526 



Makes the Total 



^.210 2 6; 



'Third Instance. 



To find the value of one of fiv^, 
carats v ; the weight doubled makes 

ten 
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ten carats i ; reckon that weight as 
in the two other cafes, that makes 
every carat in this Stone worth 21 
pounds : So multiply 10 carats by '21 
pounds, that makes 210/. then ad^ 
the value of the half carat at 2 1 jf>er 
carat, that makes i o/. i ox. laftly, add 
the two fums together, the total will 
be 2 20/. I OS, and is the value of the 
$tone, rough or wrought. 



^ X A M P t E. 

10 Carats 
Multiplied txy *" .21 

Makes s^io 

The Value of the f Carat -? ,o lo 
added, which is S 



Makes the Total 220 iq 
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The inftances that have been giyea 
qf two methods^ for finding the value 
of wrought Diamonds^ as they (land 
conneded v^ith the rough (out of ' 
which they are fuppofed to be made) 
ijt is apprehended^ ,are a fujfEcient ex- 
planation, of the principle for valuing 
rough apd wrought Diamonds y and 
prove its being founded on rcafon. 



Gf the Method of valuing wrought 
Diamonds, excltfjive of any Rcr. 
gard to ROUGH Diamonds. 

AS inftances have been given of 
tv70 different methods of at- 
taining the value of wrought Dia- 
monds, in which cafes the value of 
rough Diamonds of double their 

weights. 
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weights have been jointly confidered,^ 
they being fupppfed to be made from 
fuch rough Diamonds ; three inftancesi 

* of manufadured Diamonds, of the 
fame weights, will be now offered, tQ 
fliew in what mann,er their valye may 
be found, exclufive of any regard to 
rough Diamonds : And as the laft me- 
thod appears the fhorteft, and moft 
cafy to be underflood, that method 
will be made ufe of on this occafibn. 

This is to be known by applying 
the price they bear manufaj9:urcd, 
which has been fhewn, i^iz. that as 
rough Diamonds are valued at two 
pounds per carat, a wrought Dia- 

. mond of one carat is worth eight 
pounds J fo to find the value of a 
Stone of that degree of goodnefs, 
whatever number of carats are con- 
tained in fuch a Diamond, each is to 
^e valued at eight pounds j and what- 
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pvcr fum thpy make, muft be mul-r 
tiplied by the weight of the Diamond. 
The inftances are as follow. 



J^irfi Instance, 

To find the value of fuch a Dia^ 
mond of five carats weight, reckoQ 
every carat at eight pounds ; then 
piultiply 5 carats by 8 pounds, that 
makes 40 pounds ; fo every carat is to 
te valued at 40 pounds ; then mul-r 
tiply 5 by 40, that produces 200/. 
and is the value of fuch a Diamond. 



E X A M P ]^ E, 

5 Carats 
Multiplied by 40 Pounds^ 

Makes the Total 200 
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Second Instance. 

To find the value of one of five 
carats^, at the rate of 8 poqnds^^r 
carat ; multiply 5 by i, that makes 
40 ; then add to that the value of * of 
eight pounds, that is one pound; fo 
the value of every carat in this Stone 
is 41 pounds ; then multiply 5 by 41, 
that makes 205 pounds; next add 
the va)ue of \ oi 41 pounds, that 
makes 5/. 2s, 6d, Thele two fums 
caft up produce 2,iol, 2x. 6<(. and is 
the value of the Diamond. 

EXAMPLE. 

5 Carats^ 
Multiply by 41 

Makes 205 

To which is to be add^d the 1 - 2 6 
Valucofyof4iiLwhichis J ^ 



Makes the Total j^. 210 2 6 
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fhird Instance. 

One of five carats ♦, the value of 
each carat is 42 pounds ; multiply 5 

by 42, that makes 210 . Pounds 

Then add the value of ^ of > 

42, which is J 10 10 

Makes the Total £.lzo 10 
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Of the highefi and Icrwefi Price of 
ROUGH and polished Dia- 
monds. 

HAVING explained the dif-. 
ferent methods of finding the 
value of rough and wrought Dia- 
monds, of the middle fort, the firft 
^)eing rated at two pounds per caratj 

th^ 
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the fecond at eight pounds; as rough 
and polifhed Diamonds may be of a 
higher and lower value, it remains to 
fhew what may be the higheft and 
loweft of eacJi. 

Firft, I {hallfpeakof roughDiamonds, 
and fhall fuppofe three prices j for in- 
flance, one pound, two pounds, three 
pounds ; the middle being two pounds, 
there appears an advance of one pound 
above the middle price, and a fall of 
one pound below ; which is a 
deviation of fifty per cent, each 
way, and makes the worft fort be but 
T the value of the fineft. 

That the two extreme prices natu- 
.rally proceed from that of the middle 
price, I fhall endeavour to prove ; 
. and in order thereto, I (hall firft fhew, 
that no rough Diamond, which is not 
worth one pound per carat, ought to 
be manufadured ; becaufe all that are 

. of 
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<oi lels value muft be very defe£tiv^i 
carrying njany, or all of the following 

blemifhes, fouls, 6r ftains, fpecks, flaiv^, 
being veiny, cragged, ill-formed, and 
of an ill-colour ; which, cbnfequentlyi 
imuft bbftriift and defeat tbie purpofes 
of tnanii failure ; for with all that art 
can do, they will be void of luftre, 
which will fink them below the rank 
of a jewel. 

Ncxtj it is to be obferved, that all 
under that value will fell for as much > 
to be iifcd in cutting or forming the 
better fort, as any one can afford to 
give for them, with the view of ma- 
nufaauring them ; for the expence of 
workmanfliip muft be the fame as for 
better Stones, if well done ; and if 
not well done, it will add to the other 
defeds ; and the lofs of weight muft 
be greater than what attends better 
Stones, by its being frequently necef^ 
&ry to difcharge or lefien the defeds 

befort 
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before tnentioned : Indeed, when d 

_ * 

Stone of a very large uze i^lls in the 
way, it may be thought worth the 
expence of working, as its fize may 
recommend it, thefe being rarely to be 
met with, but not as ornamental to 
any thing ; and fuch may be valued 
below four pounds per carat, as the 
buyer and feller may agree on. 

As it cannot but appear, that no 
rough Diamond ought to be wrought 
that is not worth one pound per carat, 
this muft be allowed the loweft 
price of rough Diamonds, worthy 
of manufa<9:ure, which, as has been 
obferved, is half the . value of the 
middle price ; fo allowing as much 
advance above it, makes the price of 
the fineft rough Diamonds worth thre^ 
pounds per carat. 

This being admitted, it (hews, that 
manufadured Diamonds, of the worft 
fort, are worth four pounds per carat, 

5 and 
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and the fineft twelve pounds ^^r carat; 
knd this, probably, will be thought 
fcope fufEcient to employ fpeculatioA 
and judgment ; and if the value oF 
rough Diamonds fliould rife or fall, thfe 
middling price muft be always that 
which the whole was valued at, good 
^nd bad blended together j and a^ 
many prices as will lit between thofe 
of the loweft price, and thofe of th6 
middle price, fo many muft be admit- 
ted above the middle price, and that 
will determine the higheft price : Or, 
in other words, whatever the worft are 
valued at below thofe of the middle 
fort, fo much muft the fineft be valued 
* at above the middle fort. And there^ 
fore the value of all Diamonds is to be 
adjufted within the limits of the ex- 
treme prices. 



R EMARKS 



[6s 3 



Remarks on Brazil. Diamonds. 



irpROM the watit of this knowledge, 
X7 and the rule of valuing Diamonds, 
has arifen the wide diltercnce of jew- 
ellers fentiments, concerning their 
juft and natural value j the ill effeds 
of which difference to individuals I 
{hall be filcnt about, that having been 
too fenfibly felt tp need any remarks : 
But proceed to {hew, whgt an effcd it 
has had in times pail on this important 
property in general. 

In the year 1733, rough Diamonds 
were Dot worth t\Yenty {hillings per 
carat j in the year 1735, apt worth 
thirty {hillings j in.the year 1742, not 
worth . more than thirty {hillings per 
carat j all which may clearly be made 
appear from publick ^les in the before- 
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mentioned years. Catalogues of them 
I have preferved, on which I have 
made particular remarks, and (hall be 
ready to fhew them on any proper occa- 
fion. I have been the more careful to 
prefer ve them, believing there never 
will be the like exhibited again ; and 
the farther caufe of publifhing thefe 
fads, is to fhew, that if the traders 
had better known how to value Dia- 
monds at that time, and had been better 
informed of the real caufe of fo great 
a plenty as then appeared, they would 
not have difcovered fo great a confter- 
nation as then po&Ked them ; which 
occafioned many, even of the moft 
capital traders in London, to believe, 
that Diamonds were likdy to become 
as plenty as tranfparent pebbles ;• and 
they were fo far influenced by this opi- 
nion, that moft of them refufed to 
buy Diamonds on any terms. 

The 
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The adventurers were chiefly per- 
fons of low circumftances, on which 
account the Lisbon merchants dreaded 
any returns made them in Diamonds, 
or any fcnt them for fale ; being forced 
to deal with fuch perfons upon credit, 
and at any price that thefe purchafers 
were pleafed to give for them. . 

One of the moft confiderable Por- 
tugal merchants, with whom I dealt, 
told me, in the month of Jan. 173 3-4, 
at which time I bought a parcel, to 
the amount of feven hundred atnd 
fifty pounds, that he had been forced 
ffor want of more reputable buyers) to 
fell and give credit for many hundreds 
of pounds, to fuch as he would not 
have trufted with five pounds cafh ; and 
that he found other merchants were in 
the like cafe : On vyhichWount there 
were many large parcels returned to 
Lisbofty they not being able to find 

F 2 buyers 
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buyers cnougli, even of this fort, to 
take off their goods. 

I ihall here mention fomc other 
matters, that arofc in converfation at 
this time. This gientlcman obferving 
me to be more cxaA then others in 
weighing the large Stones of the par- 
cel I bought of him, and foifae of 
other parcels, asked me the rcafon of 
it ; upon which I told him, that no 
man wTio did not know how to ya-' 
lue Diamonds in proportion to their 
weight (whatever knowledge elfc he 
might have of rough Diamonds.) 
Could be a proper judge of ^e va- 
lue of any Stone. Upon which he 
was pleafed to fay, if I had that fecret, 
he apprehended I might get what mo- 
ney I pleafed. I told him, it could be 
of no fetvice to me till it became pub-' 
lick, and the world made fenfibk of 
the truth of the principle. Upon thia 

he 



(69:)- 

he laid, he thought it might be of great 
life to m^ke it publick, and asked, if I 
did not intend to communicate it to the 
world. I told him, it was my inten- 
tion, when circumftances rendered it 
more proper ; obferving it would be by 
no means proper then, as the publick, 
and likewife the traders in them, were 
fo apprehensive of the Brazil mine.s 

producing an inexhauftible ftore ; judg- 
ing from thence, the world would 
fcarcely think Diamonds worth any 
confideration, efpecially as jewellers fo 
undervalued them. 

As this has been, and fiill is^ in ^ 
lefs degree, the ftate of the cafe in 
regard to Diamonds, it mjiy be pro- 
per to inquire, whether it be fadt, that 
thcfe mines have produced any Dia- 
monds ; or whether the Diamonds 
tjiat have been fent from thence, be 
not fuch as they procured by trade, 

F 3 Hav- 
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Having many years paft been very 
Solicitous to know the truth of this 
matter, I have fpared no pains to come 
at as good a knowledge thereof as I 
could procure ; and what informa- 
tion I have met with, I fhall difclofe. 

In the year 17 34) I had the plea- 
fure of being acquainted with a gentle- 
man th^t had been, but a few years 
before that time, governor of Fort St. 
George. He told me, upon my talk- 
ing with him about the Brazil mines, 
that he did not believe a tittle of the 
report, and gave this as a reafon for his 
disbelief of it, namely, that when he 
was at Fort St. George^ he was inform- , 
cd, that the Brazil people had long 
carried on a fecret trade with the India 
people at Goa for Diamonds, and was 
affured they had a vaft (lock, but not 
very fine, they generally chufing to 
buy the more indifferent fort, for the 

fake 
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fake of cheapnefs ; and he faid, 
whatever quantity came from thence, 
would not alter his opinion, in regard 
to the value of what he was poiTefTed 
of, nor would he abate of the price 

they were valued to him at, in India ; 
laying, they only knew how to value 
Diamonds. In this refolution he per- 
iifled to his death, which happened 
but a few years fince. Some of thefe 
Diamonds he fold before his death, at 
his own price ; and he then faid, it 
was his opinion, that their fending 
their Diamonds toLisbotti was not 
a matter of choice, but neceffity, 
being forced thereto, in order to raife 
a large fum of money to difcharge 
great arrears of indulto, which they 
then owed the king of Portugal \ and 
the fame has, fince that, been Xaid by 
others. And, moreover, it has been 
faid, that the late king having been 

F 4 made 
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made acquainted thatthcy wcregready 
in debt to their European correfpcm-' 
dents, he infifted upon their fending a 
fufficicnt quantity to difchargc thofe 
debts ; and when they <iame to Lisbon^ 
in order to give immediate fatisfadlion 
to the merchants, it waa faid, the king 
ordered them to be fold in a publick 
manner, for the fake of expedition ; 
and fome have thought it was done 
out of refentnrent to his Brazil, fub- 
jeds, for their ufing him and the 
European merchants ill; he knowing 
they had it in their power long before 
to have remitted thefe Diamonds. 

. Another circumftance had . like to 
have efcapcd my notice, which is, 
that it has been alfo reported here by 
perfons qi figure and unquefiionable 
varacity, who happened to be at Fort 
St, George when it was reported that 
the Brazil ■mines had furniflied JE«- 
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rop^ wkb a great quantity of Dla« 
monds very cheap, that ^t India 
people laughed, and faid, it would not 
alter their price. 

From what has been obferved, there 
leems room to think, that thefe Dia-' 
monds are the effe<9: of the king of 
Pertugafi fubjeAs trade, and not the 
produce of his Brazil mines ; for it 
cannot be thought any prince would 
have countenanced fuch a difadvanta- 
geous method of difpofing of the 
/ produce of his own mines, as ^^as 
piti<9:ifed in getting rid of them, not-* 
withftanding any redundancy ; on th6' 
contrary, that he would have retrained 
the fending any tjuantity, that muft: 
tend to fink their value, which is al*> 
ways carefully avoided by the India ^ 
people. 

And if it were true, that his' Brar 
zil mines fa abounded with Di^ixionds, - 

they 
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they mujR: be come at with a great deal 
lefs expence than attends the fearch of 
Diamoods in India', and of courfe he 
muft become the richeft prince in £«- 
rope : For it would be an additional 
employment for his Brazil fubje<9:s, in 
confequence of which his commerce 
muft be greatly increafed ; in as much, 
as we fhould always encourage it, ra- 
ther than that of the India trade, on 
account of our purchafing Diamonds 
in India chiefly for bullion. And 
can it be fuppofed, a wife prince would 
difregard a gift of Providence fo highly 
efteemed by the eaftem part of the 
world ? And therefore the methods 
made ufe of, muft be fuppofed. to pro- 
ceed from the late king's knowing they 
were the efFeds of trade ; if fo, it can- 
not but be judged a wife and juft ftep 
in him, to force them to difcharge 
their obligations to himfelf, and their 

corre- 
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correfpondents, knowing they could 
procure no advantage to them, by 
lying in their hands as a dead ftock. 
Bcfides, trading in Diamonds has been 
difallowed by the late king, and to con- 
ceal it from his knowledge is fuppofed 
to be the reafon of tneir giving out, 
that the Diamonds they were formerly 
poffeffed of, were the produce of his 
Brazil miiles; and to make it the 
more plaufible, they fuffered it to be 
reported, that they were of a different 
nature, as well as worfe than India 
Diamonds. 

Upon this occafion I will venture to 
fay (from critical obfervations, in an 
extenfive commerce and manufa^ure 
of both) that there has not appeared 
to me a circumftance in thofe called 
Brfliar/VDiamonds, that I have not found 
in India Diamonds ; and it is likewife 
noticed, that fome years cargoe from 

the 



theJW«iAliave beea as fin^ as any year's^ 
cargoe from India ; and that the fajall 
Dl^momls have fold at as high a price 
as. ever was given for fmall India Dia- 
iQonds. And it is alfo remarked, that 
what have of late been brought from, 
Brassi/t we hear but littie of, more 
than that their quantity yearly leilens,t 
aotwithftanding their price is raifed: 
more than treble of what they bore 
fome years ago. There are various 
fibntiments among traders qonc^rning 
the caufe of it ; but being much di- 
vided in their opinions, I fhall not 
tro^bk my readers therewith ; not 
dcmbting, but their fending fo few, 
will appear to arife from their not 
being poflef&d of mcn-e. And, 
from hence may be inferred, that 
they are interrupted in this com* 
inerce, and deprived dF the means of 
proQuring them. as formerly; which 
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means are fuppofcditd have been their 
purchafing them with Brazil gold, 
wherein the Brazil mines are known 
to abound in a profufe degree ; and in 
this fenfe it may be faidj the Diambnds 

• » 

that we have had from thencej are'the' 
produce of the Brazil mines ; aftilif 
there be a check,, or an interrujJtidn 
tfirown in the way of thi&barteri we' 
tannot cxpeA to hiVe fuch quantities as 
formerly, although 'more or Icfi may 
always come from thence j which has 
been the cafe before the great gliit ap-- 
peared, but they were not then called . 
Brazil Diamonds, and what was 
brought from thence was cdnduiEled 
with great fecrecy : And it is likely 
this' trade will he continued, frotii the 
circumilance of Diamonds being (6 
portable a commodity, and what may 
be conveyed with great fecrecy, -How-* 
ever ftridt his Porfugue/e majefty's or- 
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dcrs may be in prohibiting thereoL 
As to the political reafbns for prohibit- 
ing this traffick, it is not my province 
tx> meddle with that. 

Amid A; what has been faid to fhew 
the improbability q( the Brazil miaes: 
having produced the Diamonds that of 
late years have been placed to their ac- 
count, the circutnAance that has been 
before mentioned, deferves more than 
ordinary notice ; therefore I fhall re- 
cite it again ^ which is, that, nbtwith- 
Aanding the India people knew what, 
defpicable prices Brazil Diamonds fold 
for in Europey in the before mentioned 
years, they kept up the price of their 
Diamonds ; which feems to prove they. 
were the fellers of thofe Diamonds to 
the Braziliansy and ferves to explain 
what they meant by laughing at the 
report of the Brazil mines fumifhing 
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Europe with Diamonds, and their fay- 
ing it would not alter their price. 

This cohduft, furely, deferves the 
higheft applaufe ; for had they copied 
aften the Brazilians, this great article 
of wealth, by this time, would have 
been reduced almoft to nothing ; the 
ill efFeds of which, words cannot fuf- 
ficiently exprefs: The prevention of 
this evil the India people muft have 
the honour of. 

To maintain as invariable a price of 
thefe jewels as is poffible, muft be of 
the greateft utility to the publick ; 
which they appear to be fenfible of, 
from their paft condu<3: ; but there is 
more to be offered in proof of this. ' 

It is atteftfed by unqiieftionable au- 
thority, ^hat when they find a;Aack 
demand for Diamonds, they always 
withdraw them ; the confideration of 
.any quantity they may be poffeffed of, 
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feems to be no motive with them for 
abating their price ; which is believed 
to arife from their fuppofing they have 
competitors to fubje<SI: them, thereto 5 
and from what h^s been pbferved, the 
truth of it can fcarcely be doubted ; 
and their manner of trading with us 
feems to he a farther proof of it 5 
which is thus : 

They firft find out what forts are • 
wanted, and then' (hew fuch goods and 

put their price : If they are fold, they 
have their demand ; for they fuppofc 
themfelves to be the only judges of 
their value ; and it does not appear 
that any one hasdifputed the truth of it. 
From hence it is, that Diamonds ar? * 
fent here in bukes^ which means parcels 
of Diamonds neatly tied up in mudins 
and fealed by the fellers of them^ 
which Diamonds are generally bought 
here by the invoice, that b, are bought 

before 
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before they are opened ; it being al- 
ways fuppofed they contain the value 
which" they were fold for in India y 
and the buyer here gives the merchant 
fuch a profit as contents him. The 
Diamonds being thus bought, the 
buyer opens the^ parcel, feparatea 
them; and then values them fepa--^ 
rately as his judgment direds ; mak- 
ing to himfelf likewife fuch a profit 
upon the whole -parcel, as he thinks 
propef. And as this is the cafe, it is 
referred to the confideration of refled-i 
ing minds, whether or no any maor 
can properly judge of the value of 

Stones of difi^erent fizes and properties, 
withdUt fome rule to diredl 'his judg- 
ment. As for the different properties 
of Diamonds, fpeculation, aflifted by 
the knowledge acquired in manufac? 
turing Diamonds, is the only guide; 
but whether any can judge of their, 
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value, regarding their magnitude, is 
the thing in queftion. It feems as if 
our traders thought the India people 
were mafters of fome role for that 
purpofe, by placing fuch ccmfidence 
in theixi, as it appears they do by 
this rcprefeiitation ; and it is believed, 
when the European part of the world 
are acquainted with tlie true method 
of eftimating Diamonds, it will ht 
found, that the India people have ge* 
lierally valued their krge Diamonds 
alike at all times^ let the demand for 
them vary as it may. 

If that be the cafe, is not this i{Iu« 
ing out another daple commodity, 
like that of gold and illver ? And al- 
though its value is not aicertainable to 
ki great an exa£l;neis as either of thofe, 
by an ailay ; yet it may appear, they 
are reducible to as great a nearne& in 
fpeculation as either of the other two. 

But 



But however beneficial this may be, 
the value of Diamonds can never be 
at all fettled in Europe, whilft we 
are amufed with the notion of 
^c Brazil mines being produdive of 
Diamonds. How far it is the intereft 
of thefe parts of the world to be well 
informed of the truth of this matter, 
is left to the confideration of the pub- 
Hck. 

But fuppole it fhould be remarked, 
that although Diamonds in J/tdia may 
at all times be near the fame value, 
it cannot be the cafe in other parts 
of the world, arifing from various 
circumftances : The chief caufc 
of which variablenefs in the price 
of Diamonds, or any jewels, in 
other parts of the world, cannot but 
be feen to be the difagreement in the 
fentiments of jewellers concerning the 
natural value of them. But the ex-* 
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traordinary inftances in the late wars in 
Germany will be a farther proof of it, in- 
.afmuch as it has been told us by publick 
papers, that not above one third or one 
fourth of the money which gems have 
coft, could be procured by way of 
pledge or fale : Indeed, the avarice of the 
buyers, may- have ibme fhare in occafi- 
oning fo great a lofs. Does this prove 
the iritrinfick worth of jewels, fo 
frequenjdy talked of ? Muft not this be 
a vaft* dilcouragement to great per- 
ibnages.froin. veiling themfelves with 
this property ? — How. fit therefore is 
it to, render them as invariable in their 
price aff the . nature of things will adr 
mit of, ' fince they poffeffed • them- 
felves thereof, not only • for perfbnal 
ornaments,' but alfo as articles of folid 
treafure, to ferve fuch emergencies a* 
have been noticed ? And it is known, 
that there are fome rough Diamonds of 

great 
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great price, as well as poliflied, in 

Europe', which have been bought upon 

that principle. 

Since it is thus, nothing can be a . 

greater inducement to perfons of high 
ftation to purchafe Diamonds, than 
rendering their value more ftaple. 
And as nothing can accomplifli that fo 
much as being well acquainted with 
their true value, the following method 
will be found the only way of coming 
at- that knowledge. 

It appears from the reafon of things,, 
that all large Diamonds are to be va- 
lued according to the rule advanced, 
by the price that one of a carat bears, 
which is fimilar to the Stone, whofe 
value you would know ; for as you 
value the weight in a Stone of one 
carat, fo ipuft you that of a Stone of 
the fame properties, let the weight be 
\vhatit may. And as a farther proof 
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higher or lower, fo much per cent, is 
to be added, or deduded, as judgment 
fhall direft. It may bp obferved, that 
the tables do not defcend to fixteenths 
of a carat ; it is omitted for brevity's 
fake, which m^y be fupplied by caft- 
IPg up any two adjoining prices, and 
then take the half, that will give the 
prices of the. intermediate weight- 
For example ; a Stone of one carat 

.will be feen to be the firil article in 

' the table, and to cpme to 8/. To 

'find it out by the rulp, the method is 
to multiply 2 by 2, that makes 4, 

-which is the fquare of its weight; 

; then multiply 4 by 2/. thp price of pnp 
carat, that makes 8/. Here it is to ^e 

• Tpmembered, that all the prices which 
the table contains are fuppofed to be 
-of the middle fort, and alfo that half 

^ the weight is fuppofed lofi in makings 
which occafions the firft muhiplying 

by 
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by 2 ; but, as this method is more la.*- 
horious, and intricate, in regard to 
Stones of. odd weights, the table will 
be found of much convenience. 

An inftance is here given as a proof 
of a Diamond of fevcn carats t in the 
two different methods of valuing, 
p'or example ; the firft method is this : 
.The weight of a Stone of feven carats 
.^ mufl be doubled, which fp^ke^ 
fifteen carats f ; next, that weight muft 
be multiplied by 4 to bring it. to grains^ 
that makes 63 ; then multiply 63 by 
63, that makes 3969, thefquareof the 
weight in fixteenths ; therefore dir 
vide the 3969 by 16, that brings it 
again to carats, which makes 248 
carats and ^ ; which multiplied by 
2 pound? produces 496/. 2jf. , 6d. The 
fecond method is this.^ Firft, fe^ 
what a Diamond of feven carats t is 
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w^orthjj^r carat, which will be found 
to coine to'63 pounds ; firft multiply 
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7 ^7^3' ^^^ makes 441 pounds; 
f|iena44 the valqe of i of 63 pounds, 
which comes to 55/. is. 6«/; the(<; 
two fujns added together produce 
496^ 2s. 6d, fo both totals are alike, 
and a^ee with the price of one of the 
^bove weight in the table. 

It will be here proper to obfervc 
farther, that no notice is taken of the 
additional pricey which the expenoe 
pi manufadure would oocaiion in each 
Btone. This is omitted on account of 
the different prices, their differentyflsfw 
and weij^hfs demand ; and likcwife on 
account of the different prices, which 
Aeir v2sn.QS\x%Jubftanc$s require. Thefe 
circumftances render it impradicable 
to be inferted, and therefore the prices 
of both are contained in four tables^ 
cxjiibited at the end of the treatife. 
The firft table contains the price of 
JuU-fuhJlanced> or full-proportioned 

Brilliants^ 
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frilHanU, explained as follows : Tbt 
firft column exhibit^ a fuppofed increafe 
pf fize and weight, from a Stone of a 
icarat^ to one of an hundred carats. 
The firft five af tides are carried oq by 
the i ncreafe of one carat each, the 
following by five carats each. The 
fecopd poliimn contains the price of 
their workman/hip, according to tJieir 
increafe in weight, at the rate of i /. 
<^z carat. The reafon of carrying oa 
the gradation by the increafe oi five 
iparats, is for the fake of brevity ; as 
the different prices of the intermediate 
weights are inconfiderable, compare4 
with the increafed value of fuch Stones. 
The firft table being explained, it will 
ierve a$ an explanation of the other 
three. 

The fecond table exhibits the price 
pf making fpread BrilliantSy which 
^s rated at i /. 5 s. fer carat \ and is 
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fb done for the following reafons : 
Namely, that all^r^^jd? Stones require 
. TCi.oxtc2iX&th2infuU-fubJiancedontSy and 
ai^e ilot fo foon difpatched. The third 
and fourth tables regard the price of 
manufacturing /?5/^ Diamonds; which 
nianufadurd demanding lefs labour 
than that of Brilliants, caufes the price 
to be one fourth lefs, as will be feeii 
by the 3d table regarding full-fub- 
ftanced, or full-proportioned Rofe Dia-^ 
monds. The 4th table regardsj^r^^d? 
Rofe Diamonds, the price of which is th^ 
fame with that of fuU-fubftanced Bril- 
lia'nts, which is fo raifed for the lame 
reafons as have been given in the cafe 
of Ipread Brilliants, N. B. The 
prices in thefe tables are to be doubled 
in wrought Stones,, half th.e weight 
being loft in manufaduring. 

If I had not inferted the different 
cxpence of manufafluring Diamonds, 

• 
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it would be found wapting in the va- 
lue of every Stone; but may now be- 
eafily fupplied from the tables juft ex- 
plained. An inftance will fully evince 
their ufe, which I will give in the cafe 
of a full-proportioned Brilliant. For 
example-; fuppofe the value is required 
of one of the mean, or middle fort, of 
7 \ carats ; the Diamond, exclufive of 
the expence of workmanfhip, cpme* 
to 496 /. 2 s. 6 d I the expence of 
workmanfhip muft be reckoned at 
3 /. 15^. per carat, which comes to 
26/. i4f. 4^?. t; /A<2/ being added, 
the whole makes c 2 2 /. 16 s. lod.r. 

From the various helps contained in 
this book, it may be realbnably expe£t-" 
ed, that fuch as are skilful in 'Dia-' 

" r 

inonds, and acquainted with the cjir- 
rent price of them, will hereafter 
univerfally. agree. 
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The Jnndte perfedidns and imper- 
/e<ftions of Diamonds come next undtt 
notice. 



Cff the innate perfeSiionSy imperfec- 
tionSi and water c/'Diamonds. 

TH E circumftances which diflufi- 
' gaifli the finefl Diamonds are 
thefe. Their complexion muft be like 
that of a drop of the cleareft rock wa- 
ter : And if fuch Stones be of a regu- 
lar form ; and be truly made ; and 
free from Aains, fouls, fpots, fpecks, 
flaws, and cro£ veins, they will carry 
the higheft luftre of any whatever, 
and will be efleemed the mod per^ 
feA. 

If any are tin^lured yellow, blue, 
green, or red, in a high degree, 

a which 
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which feldom happensy they are next 
in cileem ; but, if any partake of 
thefe colours only in a low degree, 
it finkd their value below the heSo^" 
mentioned. 

There are other complexions of 9 
more compound fort, fuch as brown> 
and thofe of a dark hue. Thelird 
of thefe {bmetimes refemble the brown'*- 
eft fugar-candy, the latter dusky iron.- 
And if any Diamonds are attended 
with^ains, fouls, {ix>ts, f pecks, flaws, 
and crofs veins, it will abate their luf* 
tre, and £nk their value/ Here it may 
be obferved, that what is commonly 
called the frft taattr in Dianxondt, 
means the greateft purity, and perfec- 
tion of their comj^xion, which, as was 
laid, muft be like a drop of the ckarell 
rock water. When any fpeakof a 
Diamond falling fhort^ more or Ids, of 

^t perfe ^ion, it is expreiTed by faj^ 

ing, 
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ing, it is of the Jecbnd, or third watery 
&c. till a Stone may be properly called 
a coloured one.' And to fpeak of at 
Diamond imperfedly coloured, and 
containing any other defe<9:s, as a"^ 
Sterne of a bad water only, is very im- 
proper ;• as it does not convey an idel 
of the particular colour, or defeats be- 
longing to it. 



• « • « 



r ^ 

1' • '1 r 



Of tbefuperior WoYth ofiyrAUOUDs, 
"' over all other J e w b l s. 



DI A M O N D S have, in every 
-age, been efteemed the chief of 
yewelsy on account of their innate 
fpecifick qualities ; which, if not ex- 
hibited by proper skill, remain impri- 
fbned. It is certain, . that, in their 
satiiral ftate, they have not {q much' 

beauty 
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beaiity or luftre, as fome other Torft of 
Jewels ; but when truly and judicH 
pujfly manufai^ur^d, they throw forth 
^ fplendor, and luftre, furpatllrig all 
others, which juftly entitles them to \^ 
the moft- perfe<^ workmanfliip, and 
will confcquently be the . moft likely 
means, of perpetuating them in the 
efteem of. the world. And this will 
tend to eftablifjb their worth, and fe- 
cure every one's property therein ; 
whereas a negleS: of exhibition and 
difplaying their beauty, by prbper 
workmanfhip, will render them un- 
worthy ornaments df the great and 
diftinguiOied ; which) of courfe, muft 
fink their value. Thefe . corifidera- 
tions, doubtlefs, will influence the 
curious and difcerriing to give all due 
c6unteiiance to their being exhibited^ 
in future, times,, with that beituty and 
luftre, of which they are fufceptible. 

H And 



V ^ 
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And if the following additionalt:if« 
cumftances be taken notice of, they will 
farther (hew, that Diamonds defcrve 
the chief regard of all Jewels. Firft, 
they are the belt repofitory of wealthy 
inalmuch as they will lie in the fmallefl 
fpace of any, and arc thereby the moft 
portable and beft conveyance of trea- 
furc. Next, their fuperlative Hard^ 
nefs fecures them i&om all injury by 
wear ; as nothing can make any im- 
predion on them, or prejudice their 
hiAre, but their rubbing againft each 
other. They can only be a£Fe6ted fy 
firey and that mud be flrong and hA- 
ing to do them much harm^ and' the 
injury they receive thereby arifes chiefly 
from taking '^ them too baflily from 
thence, whereby the immediate im- 
predion o^ the cold air may po/HUy 
produce flaws, Wc, A moderate Are 

will 
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^1 only dccafion a rooghnefs on their 
lurface, which toay b^ repaired by new 
jpolifhiog. 




tteaforis for wwkiHg Diamonds /;r 
a compleat Mannirt and the Confe- 
quences reftdtirig from a contrary 
PraBic^, 

HAT has been faid of the 
fupciiative properties of Dia- 
monds, ^c, fecms Sufficient to re- 
commend them to the protection of 
fnankihd, from any abufe arffing by 
ill Workmanship, a§ their pleafure, 
honour and intereft are coticemed in 
it 5 and nothing appears wanting to 
influence thereto, but that of the 
world*s being convinced of the necef- 
£ty of it, from being mside acquainted 

H 2 with 
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^ith the abufe that Diamonds have 
juftained by the contracy pra€fcice. 
To that end I fliall firfl: refume the ob- 
Jervation that has been made on fmall 
brilliants; which is, that they are in 
general fo ill wrought as to be void of 
their true beauty and luftre, and will 
not fill up, by one fourth or one third, 
the fpace that Well wrought Stones do, 
in a piece of jewelling work ; of 
courfe, purchafers of fuch are deprive4 
of one fourth or one third of the fhew 
or appearance that well wrought Stones 
would make, and of the beauty and 
luftre that always accompany fuch : 
Next, that the fame efFeds attend 
Stones of larger fizes, made after the 
fame manner. N, ^. The fame ill 
efie&s alfo attend fmall or large Rofe 
Diamonds, made in the fame manner. 
■The ends and purpofes that are to be 
ferved by this manner of working, natu- 
rally 
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rally fall under confideration : The moft 
that can be pretended, is, that by the 
world's being brought into a favoura 
ble notion of thefe goods, on account 
of buying them at a lower price by 
weight than well wrought Stones, trade 
has been increafedj and more hands 
employed ; but it cannot mean the 
increafe of EnglanS% trade^ for that 
has been declining many years, and its 
hands unemployed, to the great, im- 
poveriftiment of the whole body of 
workmen, and thofe known to be as 
good as any, if not the beft, in the 
world* ; and which has arifen 
from their refufing to work after this 
rude manner, and- not being able to 
fupport themfelves by the wages that 
are given abroad for fuch work, which 
appear not equivalent to the wages 
here given to the raeaneft handicraft^ 



men. 



Hi 3 Admit- 
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Admitting, our neighbours hav^ 
increafed the tra^ick, and employed 
ipoirc hands of the lowed forts thaa 
V^e could ever boaft of: let the confe-* 
quences which are like to flow froni, 
tjjis manner of woi;king be confidered'. 

iPy the continiiance thereof, the. 
difefteem that has of late been fhewa. 
to Diamonds m^y iacreaie ; which, 
principally has taken its rile from 
thence, particularly in England^ > andj 
that, probably, has been forwarded by. 
the good appearance which ctyftal or 
falfe Stone work, commonly fi? ^alledj^ 
has made of late (on which all the 
embellishment that care and s^U can. 
procure, has been beftowed.) This is 
obferved to the credit and reputation^ 
of thefe traders, and their workmen j 
and in confequence thereof, this com-, 
modity frequently paffes for Diamonds ; 
And if the fame care (hould be taken 

51 JA 
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in compleatihg that fort of work for' 
foreign ufc, they alfo may enter into 
the like contempt of Diamonds ; if fo, 
what will biec<ime of this boafted in- 
creafe of trade ? But if the^ truth of 
^e -Diamond manufadure be fup- 
ported, their lu{|fe will confpicuoufly 
excel the faint and languid efforts of 
dM eryftalline matter, with all the 
helps of art. 

To difgrace this firft-rate Gem by 
ill workmanfhip, in bringing it down 
almofl to the level of this commodity ^^ 
ieems to be very unwarrantable, efpc- 
cially, as it tends to fink this part o£ 
publick wealth, and is a manifeft dif-> 
cpuragement to art and ingenuity, and 
alfo of great prejudice to fair traders,^ 
who fcorn, to fubmit to the encourage- 
ment of fuch mean, deceitful artifices,, 
to. enrich thcnifclves. 

H 4. But, 
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l^ut, i)otwith{^ading what bas 
been olfereda to (hew the impropriety,' 
and. ill confequencfes, of wor^ng P.ia-' 
monds in aii ill manner ; it i$ to he 
reared, that fuch as hat^e hitherto found 
their account in it, will purfije the^me 
method, fo long as they dan find it theijp 
intereft fo to dp. Tp prevent thi§ 
abufe, the fizes of brilliant and Rofi^ 
Diamonds are exhibited,' by whicht 
any one may kripw, " whether a pia- 
mond of either manufacture be welj or 
ill made ; and. thijS is thought the moft^ 
effedual tneans. of putting a ftop to it, 
judging all perfpns who have any con- 
liderable value of thisl^ind, willaffprcl 
their 'afUAance " in difcountenancipg 
fuch an , injurious pradice; if fp, thfs 
world will fee perfpns of. rank and for-. 

tune diftifoguifljed from others, by the 
iniihitable luftre of thefe jewels; fp^ 
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yifhich purpoic, doubdefs, they wer^ 
intended. 

^ut it may be (aid, that many per* 
fons'of rank and fortune are poflefled o{ 
(uch ill W|-qugh( Stones, and the encou-;> 
rgging of this re^nement. of manure- 
ture will make tb^m appear in a worfe 
light. This is allowed ; but at the 
fame tim? i^ is to be under(^ood, that 
all ill wrought $toi)es are capable of 
being made as perfect, in re^£b to 
workmanfhip, as aayt without the leaft 
lofs of their eif:paniipn or breadth; and 
that fuch rectified Stones will appear to 
fight rather, larger than in their preleni; 
fprm ; for by being made more open, 
every part; of their upper furface will 
be more clearly fcen, and what loG of 
weight they fuftain will be compen- 
:^ted by the remaining weight being 
of. more value ; or, in other wordsj 
that weight will be worth more per, 

' carat*j 



carat ; and then, foeli will weigh as much 
as they ought when fold ; and by this 
means ind liferent Piamond« may be 
Hiade fine, if th^ matter or ftuff be fiicb, 
mrhich is frequently the calb ; and th© 
reafpQ of their being but indifferent 
before, was their being overloaded 
with weight and other ways ill wrought^ 
which dbfcured their true luftre. This 
edmplianee with what is propofed wiU 
mafee them of father more value thaix 
when bought, and th<5 lofs to the pur-^i 
chafeir is that whtch is paid for redify-» 
ing diem. This will prove a greater 
difadvantage to the purchafers of fmall 
Piamdnds than to the purchafers of 
larger Stones, as the workmanship of 
fmall Stones is a confiderable part of 
their value. 

Here it may be proper to obferve^ 
that the worft workmanfhip is fre- 
quently performed on coloured ^tones^ 

« • 
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^ render them cheap, by which laeans; 
they are generally ^e^fed ; inftead of 
that, they ihould have all the advan^ 
tage that art can byeftow on them, to 
recQDQipend them to the juft favour of 
the world, iVnd Stones, however ca- 
loured) that are not attended with 
fpecks,^ fpots, fotils, Aains, or any 
cither de]^s to weaken their luflre, 
ought to have the utmofl skill of 
workmanship ; and numbers there 
are, if well wrought, that would carry 
^ much or more vigour and fpirit than 
many that do not fall .under that, deno- 
mination ; and, therefore, if any 
made Stones appear fufceptible of an 
improvement of their luftre by being 
re^tifiiedj it is fit that . fuch fhould re- 
ceive the benefit thereof, for the (ake of 
the pleafure and credit it muft afford 
the owners, and the reputation that 
^ch a conduit will bring to this fpecies 

of 
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of jewels. And it is to be imagined, 
that this will be thought worthy of 
■feme notice, as the world feems fo 

f t 

ftrongly difpofed to value perfedion 
in this jewel ; and none can be 
i&id to ht fo, that has any manifeft 
imperfedion of workmanfhip. 

And here I fhall take the liberty tq 
obferve, that the truth of the manu- 
faa^rc of either was never brought 
rnder any ttnt^i rules of praflice. 
nor was there any recourfe to be had to 
prove the truth of the manufadiure of 
any Diamond, till this treatife made 
ks firft appearance ; and for want of 
fomcthing of this kind, there have 
feecn, in all times paft, innumerable dif^ 
putes amongft workmen, concerning 
the true method of working Dia- 
monds. 

But this muft be owned, that the 
fewefl: difputes on this head have been 

found? 
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found amohgft thofe of the bcft judg« 
ment ; and, moreover, it is known, 
that their pradice, when left to work 
agreeable to their own fentinients, has 
nearly been conformable to the rules 
here advanced ; and to which pradic© 
they would always have adhered, if 
kft at liberty ; but the fclfifh views of 
thofe they have wrought for have ob- 
•ftruded it, and laid them under a 
neceffity of working according to the 
directions given them. This has been 
the caufe of fo much defedive work- 
inanfliip on Diamonds, and not only on 
middling Stones, but likewife capital 

ones. 

This was the very caufe of the 
krgefl Diamond that ever appeared in 
Europey being wrought in a deficient 
manner ; which, if it be now as it 
came out of the hands of thdfe.who 
wrought ;t, I take the liberty to fey, 

may 
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feiiiy be rendeftd compleat ; bj^ 
vrhich means its fbim will be mopt 

* 

comel)r and gi^ceful, itsluftre greatly 
increafed, iand of courfe its value, al- 
though its weight may be fbnaething 
reduced ; eind the& it may be Taid td 
poflefs all the dignity that nature haai 
favoured it with, and likewife that art 
has done it juilice. 

The £rft fad L cUn inake appear by 
two leads cafl: from the Stx>ne ; one, 
when it was a rough Diamond ; the 
other, when cut and polished t And 
the fecond, how it came to he wrought 
as it was, I can prove by incontefta- 
ble evidence, ^c. 

That this is the cafe of this and 
many other large Diamonds, is not ta 
he wondered at ; but rather, how thofe 
who had the dire&ion of manu^c-^ 
tudng &ch Stones j were influenced to 
fubltnic to the lois of To: much weight} 

having 



I 
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having notJhing but conjecture to direct: 
their conduct ; and their having left 
an over weight, muft be owned to be 
an error of the right fidej as that may 
be difcharged, whenever it is thought 
proper j and it can fearccly be iatia- 
gined, that any will be fbnct oS r^ 
tuning Weight in A Stone, that ten- 
ders ic ungraceful in its f5gui«ei and 
deftroys its life and vigour; efpe* 
cially as its expaniion is not Itfkts^ 
thereby, but will appear to fight krgeif 
than befoi^, which, perhaps, may cau& 
a Stone to be deemed gbod^ that be^ 
fore was ranked in a lower clafs. And| 
as k has been before faid, fiich Stoites 
will be worth as much, or more, not- 
withftanding the redudion of thek 
weight, thanwhen pofieiibd of their fbi^ 
tner wei^t, by the remaining weight 
being of a higher wordi ; lb theiexperijct 
<^ rea^^^ them i^ tki only i<^ tlkt 
wHibe fuftained. Tlbt 



L 
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V-l.' • * ■ ' ' ..... /US 

7&e Ufe of the^\z^% in fur chafing 
ROUGH Diamonds. 



A S the ufe of the ^;2?^j cannot but 
x\. be fufficiiently feen in regard to 
wrought Stones; they will appear of 
equal uie iii iregard to. rough Diamondsi 
inafinuch as thejr will ajGUft the judgr 
tnent concerning the lofs of, weight 
that may be fuftained in ^oorking any 
Diamond ; and therefore muft be of 
great fervice towards forming a right 
potion of their value, as it is well 
known, that ibme rough Diamonds 
muft fuftain a much greater lofs, or di- 
minution of weight than others, arifing 
from their pbciiliar fhapes. And to 
form a true judgment of the value of 
any rough Diamond, die price or value 

of one of a carat weight ^ilar to the 

Stone 
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Stone which is to be purchafed, deter- 
mines its value, as in the cafe of ma- 
nufaBured Diamonds. . But as it is 
more difficult to judge what a rough 
Diamond will prove 'ze;i6^;^ cut^ than to 

judge of one manufaBured\ the buyer, 
fuppofing him a merchant, muft ad 
with prbper precaution, and make fuf- 
ficient allowance to himfelf for the 
uncertainty of the Stone's anfwering 
expedlation when wrought. And, if 
it be a Stone of a confiderable value, 
he muft allow himfdf alfb for the in- 
tereft of the money he lays out, ac- 
cording to the time he fuppofes the 
Stone may remain unfold. Thefe 
precautions are the only means of 
guarding againft the hazards, and dif* 
advantages, that attend dealing in large 
rough Diamonds. And, by fuch a 
condud, dealers may be enabled to 
fell at a price agreeable to the eftima- 

I tion 
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tion of the skilful ; which eftima-; 
tion is the only thing to be regard-: 
cd by thofe who purchafe them for. 
their. o\Vn ufe. To urge any other. 
confiderations to the purchafer for aug- 
menting the price of any Diamond 
beyond its juft value, will, it is hum- 
bly apprehended, be judged a weak- 
nefs, and likely to hinder the fele of 
fuch goods. 

But, if it fliould be here remarked, 
that particular cafes, or occafions, may 
juftify the feller in demanding an ad- 
vanced price for any Diamond ; fuch 
deviations muft be confidered as mere- * 
ly occafional, and the buyer is a^ 
liberty, whether he will comply o^. 
not. 
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Remarks onthe India ManufaEiure 
^Diamonds, and their CufiofH in 
regard to rough Diamonds, 

ALTHOUGH it has been 
fuppofed, under the head of 
valuing diamonds, that the India 
people are acquainted with the princi- 
ple of eftimating them, it will be now 
fhewn, that they ar€ niafters of no 
other effential parts of knowledge 
concernino; Diamonds. 

The manufadure of them they 
feem to know very little of, as appears 
by the wrought Stones that come from 
thence, none of thera being fit for, 
ufe, and therefore are always new 
wrought when brought to Europe ; 
Which I ftiall defcribe as follows : They 
are called lasks ; they are in general 

I 2 ill 
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ill fliaped, or irregular in their form at 
the girdle j their fubfl:ance, or depth, 
is ill proportioned ; fome have more of 
the Stone's fubftance at top than at 
the bottom ; their tables are feldom in 
the -middle, or center, of the Stone, 
and the collets the fame ; and fome- 
times the tables are of an extravagant 
breadth, and fom^timcs too fmall ; in 
the fame manner are their collets, and 
feldom horizontal ; and their girdles 
are often very thick and not level ; the 
fmall work very irregularly performed, 
and none are properly polifhed ; and 
the chief thing regarded, is that of fav- 
ing the fize and weight of Stones : 
And this is not much to be won- 
dered at in them, as they are un- 
acquainted with the beauties of well 
wrought Diamonds. From hence it 
will appear, that they muft be unqua- 
lified to judge of the true worth cS 

individual 
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ifldividual rough Diamonds. For in- 
ftance ; they cannot know what a Dia- 
mond will lofe in working, to be well 
made ; nor can they khow if a Stone 
be coloured, what degree of colt)ur it 
will retaini or ijvh^t life aiid fpirit d. 
Stone will carry well wrought ; all 
^hich they art very confcibus of; and 
this makes it very difficult tb trade with 
them for fingle Stonds. 

•But it is not fo difficult tb trade with 
them for Parcels, becaufe in them there 
are Stones of all fhapes ; and as fome 
will lofc more, fottie lefs, they guefs 
at that as well as they can ; arid fo in 
refpe£b to their other prdperties, in 
whith they are not quite fo much at i 
lofs 'y and then they value them by 
the lump, as they weigh one with an- 
other^ by the rule. 

From whence we iilay (ee; hovv 
tieceffary it is for Europeans to be fur- 

I 3 niflicd 
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nifhed with knowledge, as by thit 
means they muft have fome advan- 
tageous opportunities in buying large 
Stones, through the ignorance of thefe 
people. Although it has been fhewn 
how much regard they have to the 
faving of weight in working of Dia-, 
monds, their aittachment thereto will 
farther appear by the following cuftom 
having prevailed time out of mind, 
the reahty of which feems not to b« 
doubted. 

The great people there employ a 
vaft number of flaves ■ in fearch of 
Diamonds : The fmall and middle fize 
Diamonds they fell, and fome of the 
large ones; but when they are for- 
tunate in meeting with a very large 
one, they lay it up as a , trcafure, 
to aggrandize their family ; and the 
head of the family has a fmall (hallow 
hole drilled on the furface of the Stone, 

5 and 
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ina when he dies, the nekt chief does 
the- fame ; tn^ fo frdrn otie to an- 
other : And the more of thefe holes 
a Stone has, the highef it is in efteem, 
although fuch holes may prejudice it* 
if it were to be maniifa<^ured ; but As 
vthat is never' intended, they do not re- 
gal-d fuch prejudice ; and thefe Stones 
are never piarted with, let vvhat will 
happen ; dnd if they forefee ady ruin 
to the family (as that fometimes hap* 
pens in their further purfuit 6f Dia- 
mondsi which is very expeiifive by the 
vaft liUniber of handis they enlploy in 
that undertaking) in fuch Cafes they 
bui-y- thofe Stones, fo that they never 
appear again. For they cannot bear 
the thoughts of any others having.the 
poffeffion of that which they have oh-* 
tained at fo great an expehee j arid it 
is faid, that, in confequettCfe of that 
-cufldiii, -thcfe'ate; many Very- large 

I 4 Dia- 
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Diamonds irrecoverably ioftj and like-^ 
wife many that will never -be parted 
with. - 

This cuflom is imagined to arife 
from their being fearful of a Dia- 
mond's lofing its value, by lofing 
weight and magnitude in being 
wrought ; which is very true, as they 
work them, becaufe they are void of 
luftre ; and therefore it is not an un-' 
reafonable conduiSl in them, on that 
account alone ; but there is another 
reafon afCgned for it, which is, the 
hazard their Diamonds are expofed to 
by their manner of working : This id 
much greater than what attends the 
working of Diamonds in Europe, for 
they perform it in a rougher manner' 
than is done by the Europeans^ 
pnore efpecially in refpeift to polishing 
them ; in doing of which they lay ad 
excedive weight oa th«ir Diamonds 

through 



through unskilfulnefs (and for want 
of fuch curious machinery or mills, as 
drie in Europe) which makes it Jio£ 
pradiciable for them to give Diamonds 
a true polifli. 

iV. B. Although this is the cafe ia 
refpeft to the India manner of work- 
ing, there come now and then Stones 
tolerably well wrought and pollifhed \ 
but thefe are fuppofed to have bepi 
done by Europeans^ and upon their 
mills and skeves, and to have- been 
the property of fuch. 
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Some Account ^Authors, who have 
heretofore treated of Diamonds 
and Pearls, and the Improve^ 
iHents which have been fnade Jince 
their Timeu 



THOUGH what I have ad- 
vanced is really the produce of 
inany years critical obfervatioh in the 
tourfe of dealing in rough and po« 
lifhed Diamonds, aiid has been a 
work of much' time, labour, and 
great expence ; I diti not a little 
pleafed to fee it agree with what I 
have fince found to be mentiened 
by fome celebrated writers, who have 
exhibited the principle upon which 
Diamonds are to be valued. The firil 
whjich fell into my hands was Monfieur 
Taverniery who mentions it in his Voy- 

agei 
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dges through Turkey, Perjta, and th<i 
Eafl-IndieSy which he publiftied ia the 
year 1670, and which were tranilated 
into Engli/b in the year 1678. The 
next was the memorable Mr. Lewis 
Roberts, who publifhed it in his map 
of commerce, in the year 1638. Some 
time after, 1 communicated the prin- 
ciple of valuation I have exhibited in 
this treatife, to an acquaintance of 
mine, who was a dealer and a Dta«- 
mond'cutter, and who had lived many 
years at Fort St. George in that capa- 
city ; by whom I was informed, that 
the India ttAdcr^ (meaning the natives 
of India) had fome eflablifhed rule of 
eftimating Diamonds, ^c. which he 
believed to be the fame with what I 
then propofed. At length, fev^ral 
years after the perufal of the above 
writers, a, ftill more alitieht one was 
ihewn me by means, of a gentleman of 

great 
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griat learnihg, and of great figure iii 
the literary world. This author wast 
^obn Arphe ck Villa Fane^ who 
ipeaks of the principlis of valuation in 
his trfcatife, entitled, The flandard of 
gold^filvery and precious 8'tonesi pub- 
Mihed in Spanijh in the year 1572, by 
the King pf Spain % efpecial licence, 
Thefe writers have mentioned fome at- 
tempts to fettle rules for the manufac- 
ture of Diamoiids ; but, it is to be ol> 
fervcd, that not only what they have 
delivered is very impetfeftj but that 
when they wrote^ the art of making 
Brilliants was not difcovered ; which 
manufadure is efTential to the faving 
of the weight formerly loftj by cutting 
-all rough Diamonds into tables^ and 
rofes \ to prevent which lofe of weight, 
as much as pofllble, a heavy load of 
fubftance has been left on both thefe 
kinds of manufacture. Moreover, to 

fave' 



[ »«S ] 

hvc weight, rough Diamonds have 
been frequentlyy2?w«fl?, cfpecially fuch 
as had no corners, in order to make 
them into ro/es ; but this practice was 
attended with a much greater expence 
pf workmanlhip, and withal, a much 
greater lofs of weight, than they have 
been fubjed to, fince the making of 
Brilliants has been introduced ; this 
latter manufadure being more iuitable 
to Stones of moft fhapes. 

Thefe obfervations (he w, that if the 

truth of the manufadurc of Table and 
Rbfe Diamonds had been known in 
times paft, which appears not to have 
been the cafe, although it might have 
been of ufe in preventing the paft de- 
fedive manner of making them, it 
could not procure the advantages which 
flow from the addition of the Brilliant 
manufadlure, fince that renders the , 
whole a compleat fyfiem ; and not only 
contributes to the grcateft faving of 

weight, _ 
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jveight, but likewife afcertains^he ge-? 
jperal lofs of weight, as has been air 
ready obferved, which could not be 
known till the manufadlure was re- 
duced to fettled rules. The want of 
this, probably, occafioned a disregard 
pf what has been taken notice of by 
tbcfe authors^ concerning the manu/ac- 
ture, and valuation of Diamonds. 

The nc^t thing to be confidered is 
F earls. 






Qf PEARLS, their PerfeSUons an(^ 

ImperfeSiions, 

THESE Jewels are next in im- 
portance to Diamonds, as they 
coaftitute the ^ext greateft (hare of 
wealth of. any othei: kind. The firft 
thing to be obferved concerning them, 

is, 
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is, that what beauty they poflefs, i^ 
the mere produce qf nature ; and that 
they are not fufceptible of any advan- 
tages or helps hy art \ a circumftancc 
which recommends them to the efteen^ 
pf the world. Thofe of the fineft 
(hape are perfedly rounds which fita 
them for necklaces, bracelets, jewels 
for the hair, and other fuch like ufes. 
put if a Pearl, of any confiderablc 
iize, be of the Jhape of a Pear, it is 
not reckoned an imperfection, becaufe 
it may be fuitable for drops to ear-rings, 
folitairs, and many other jewels. Their 
complexion muft be milk white, not of 
a dead and lifelefs, but of a clear and 
lively hue, free from ftains, fouls, fpots, 
fpecks, or roughnefs ; fuch are of the. 
Ifighefi p^ttvci and value. 

Pearls are defeSiive when rough, 
fpotted, or dull ; whether that be ow- 
ing to any mifcarriage of nature, or to 

age. 
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a^e, to wear, or any other accident: 
When irregular in their fliapes, be they 
iftat or hollow, craggy or gibbous : 
When they are ftained with any colour^ 
ts yellow, blue, green, red, brown, or 
that of a dusky iron. It is alfo an im- 
perfefiion, when they have large drilled 
holes, or are rubbed flat about the 
edges of the holes by long ufe. Thefe 
defeats caufe a very confiderable difFe* 
fence in the value of Pearls of the fam€ 
weight and fize. 



V 

Of the Rule of valuing Ve ah ls. 

TH E only rule of valuing them, 
is by the fquare of their weight, 
as in the cafe of Diamonds ; nature 
producing them after the fame man-r 
ner, visi. a vaft number of fmall on?s, 

and 



&hd {irogteftively, a lefs nilmtser of 
larger, as tfaey increafe in (ize and 
Weight. Upon this principle two tables 
are formed, of > the prices of Pearls. 
The firil eight cohtain thofe of a carat 
Weight downwards, of eight different 
values, which will be found in Plates 
XVII, XVIII, XIX, XX, XXI, XXIIj 
XXIII, XXIV. The firft being ex- 
plained, it ferv^ for the other feven. 
The firft column contains the nutriber 
of Pearls iti an ounce Troy, froth thoib 
of a carat weight, to fiich as weigh 
but the 3 2d part of a cdrat. The 
fecotid column contains the progrefllve 
decreafe of their weighty from thofe of 
one carat, to thofe of the 3 2d part of 
a carat. The third contains their fer 
veral prices, from one carat at is, 
to thofe of the rfrth part of a penny. 
The fourth contains the price of an 
Ouncej at the rate of 2 f. per carat, 

K which 
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"ivhiqhrofkes 15/. to that of the finftll*!! 
fift iize, wjbjch is 9/* 4t/. i^, . . 

The next thing to be taken notice 
of, is a Table that relates to Pearls of 
a carat weight, and upwardt^ to an 
hundicd carats, which will be found in 
Plates XXy, XXVI, XXVII, XXVHI, 
XXiX, XXX. The prices of Pearls 
in this Table, are founded upon the 
fuppqfltion, that tjie general price of 
Pearls, good and bsid blended toge- 
ther, is 8f. per cai^ ; which w^l 
be found to be the £ril article in it. 
This Table, therefore, will be of the 
iame uCb with regard to Pearls, as 
the piamond-T*bleis in regard to Z)i>-» 

fnoni4* ^^"^y '^ ^ ^^^ exceisds in 
quality, ox ftdh Jhort ol^ thofeof the 
middle fort ; the riie, or fall, upoo 
the price of a Pearl of any weight muft 
be fo much per cmi* as judgment 
(h&U dire^ \ which prevents all trou« 

2 ble 
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We of finding it out by t!i6 tuXctt 
To (hew the convenience of this Tji- 
ble, the following example may be 
given. If the Value of a ifearl o^ 
4 carats -i- is required, which may* 
be fttppofed to be toper cent, bcttef 
than one of the mean or middle price,' 
its price will be found, by the Ta- 
ble, to be 9/. lox. tJ. f. Then 19^. 
is to be added, which is the produce 
of die io/»^««if. and makes its value 
tobe io/.'95. i<3?.'t* 

To find out the firft price by the 
rule, reduce the 4 carats i into eighths^ 

which makes 39 ; then multiply 39 
by 39, that makes 15 21, the fquare 
of the weight in fixteenths ; there- 
fore divide 1 5 2 1 by 16, that brings it 
^gain ijito grains, and makes 95 ; 
then divide the 95 by 4, that brings 
it to carats, and makes ^3 carats, 
. K 2 3 
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3 grains, and tV of a grain j which, at 
8j./^r carat, produces 9/. los. id:^. 

And as another method is intro- 
duced for finding out the value of 
Diamonds, which is as applicable to 
Pearls, the foregoing weight is made 
ufe of as an example. 

For inflance ; fee what a Pearl of 4 ca- 
rats ^ comes to at Ss. per carat, which 
will be found to be 39J. fo multiply 39 
by 4) that makes 1 5 6;. or 7/. 1 6x. then 
add the value of | of 3 91. which is 
%L 14X. \d. T ; caft up the two fums, 
and that will produce 9/. 10;. i^. t: 
So thefe two totals are alike, and agree 
in price with one of that weight in the 
Table ; and that being the price of 
one of the middle fort^ the value of 
the I o per cent, mud be added, which 
is 1 9^. fo the value of fuch a Pearl i^ 
10/. 9^. id, 7. 

Thefc 
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Thefe inftances are fuppoied fuffici- 
ent to (hew, how much readier the 
value of any fingle Pearl is to be 
found, by making ufe of the Table j the 
ufefulnefs of which will appear in a 
ftronger light, when it is confidered, 
what number of occafions Pearls fur- 
nifh by their multiplicity, and like- 
wife the (mall value they are of in-, 
dividually ; although not fo, regarding 
their quantity. iV. B. Their value 
compared with Diamonds is but as 8s, 
to 8/. 

As an application to the Table ap- 
pears to be by far the readieft way of 
coming at the value of any fingle 
Pearl, its farther ufefulnefs will be 
fhewn in valuing any parcels of Pearl. 

For inftance ; fuppofe a parcel of 
iPearls (be their number and weight 
what they may) and various, in re- 
fped to their qualities, or goodnefs ; 

K 3 firft, 
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firft, weigh the parpel all together 5 
when the weight is known, count 
their number ; when that is known, 

fee what the weight would be fer 
piece, if they were all of one weight, 
and then ehdeavouj to form a judg- 
ment what they may be rated at per 
carat, as a mixed Parcel : Having 
fettled that, lee what a Pearl is worth, 
of the weight you found they would 
be of if they were all of equal weight 
or fize, and then value the weight of 
the whole Parcel by the price of that 
pearl, arid that will give the value of 
the whole Parcel^ To illuftrate this, 
fuppofe 9 Pearls of 9 feveral weights, 
which may be of difFerent qualities 
or goo4ne&, but being blended toge-' 
ther they may be reckoned worth 8x. 
per carat. . As this fuppofed price 
jigrees with the Table, the Example 

will be drawn from thence, and will 

begia 
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begin with the firft article therein, 



as 
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. The above 9 Pearls wefghing i j 

catats T, would make tha weight oi 

eadi i carat t,' the price oF which in 

the TaHe is i8jp. therefore multiply 

1811. by 9y the number of dbe Peafis, 
that makes t62x. or 8/. 2y. ■ 

The value, rating them by their 
Icveral weights, as iibove, makes the 

. K 4 total 
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tptal8/. 9^. 6{i. which is 7^6^/. more thai) 
by the other method of valuing them ; 
And this arifes from the lofs of fradi-* 
ons in that cafe ; and although that be 
fomething in this fum, it is not worth 
regard in a larger fum, which will be 
the fame when Pearls are rated at 8s, 
fer carat : And for farther fgti^faiSlion 
the following cafe is in&rte4< 
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The above 9 Pearls weighing 58 
carats ?, would make the weight of 
each 6 carat ^ the price of which ia 
the Table is 1 61. 1 8s. Firft, multiply 
9 by 16/. that makes 144/. next, 
multiply 9 by 1 Si. that makes 8/ aj. 
add thefe two fums together, the total 
will be 152/. 2s, which is ys. 6d. ihore 
of the above fum of 1 5 2/ gs. dd. But 
if the mmiber of articles had been 
more, aad the price of any parcel of 
Pearl fhould be higher, it can but lit- 
tle increafe the difference ; and there- 
fore it is not worth regarding, more 
efpecially when it is confidered, that 
none can judge the value of any one 
Pearl, or parcel, to any fuch-like nice- 
tj. As to what has been faid of the 
convenience of this Table, the fame 
might have been faid of the Diamond- 
Table ; but as there feemed not to be 
tjje like neceffity for it, in regard to 

Diamonds, 
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Diamoiids, it Has hitherto been omit- 
ted, and the rather, to avoid repeti* 
tion. 

As the convenience of this Table il 
cvi(fcntly (hewn, it may be proper to 
obferve, that in making ufe of that, ot 
cither of the other methods, for finding 
the value of Pearl, the hi^eft price 
€>£ any Pearl of a carat vpeight, can- 
not be valued at more than x6f. when 
the price of the middle fort, of that 
weight, is valued at 8;. nor thofe of the 
lower fort, of a carat, at lefs than asi 
becaxife all of a ba^ fort deferve 
not to be confidered as jewels. And 
diis, probabfy, will be thought fcope 
enough to em|^oy fpeculation and 
judgment ; notwithflanding which, it 
is to be fuppofed, that all who are^ 
skilful will agree in ^sntiments con*^^ 
cerning the value of a»y Fearl of X 
carat weighty however circumflancedr; 

. as 
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as neaxiy as in the cafe of Dlamondsi 
as the value of Pearls of any weight 
is to be determined by the price of one 
of a carat weight, iimilar in all circum- 
Aaoces. Or, as was faid of Dia^ 
^londs, the fame may be feid of Pearls, 
that every Pearl is to be valued as it is 
worth /^r carat, by the rule of cftimat* 
iug. 

N. B* It is to be obferved, that 
what is fuppofed of judicious jewellers' 
agreeing in their fentiments to Five or 
Ten per cent, concerning the value of 
any Diamond or Pearl of one carat 
weight,by which the value of a Diamond 
or Pearl of any weight is to be deter- 
mined, is to be underftood to relate to 
the natural and jujR: value of them 
pnly ; and when there is. a compliance 
with any other price, that muft be 
confidered as the occaflonal pice \ and 
if peribns who buy for their uie, could 

be 
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beafTured what isthe juft price of aijy 
jewel, it would be the means of in- 
fluencing them to give the value of 
them. And this muft neceflarily faci- 
litate the tranlaftions of this bufi- 
neis ; and, I am humbly of opinion, 
if this had been the cafe in times paft, 
many capital jewels, which have lain 
many years in the hands of perfons who 
bought them in order to make profit of 
the money laid out, would have found 
purchafers of them long ago, to the 
advantage of their prefent owners. 

As fo much depends on traders be- 
ing mailers of the moft compleat 
knowledge of this bufinefs, it muft 
be fuppofed they will not be wanting 
in improving themfelves therein by all 
means that may be procured, as it will 
render them a beneficial body to the 
reft of mankind, and of courfe raife 

their 
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their charaders, which have heretofore 
lain under difagreeable imputations. 

Here it may be proper to obferve, 
that whatever knowledge perfbns may 
have of the juft value of jewels, it 
will not exempt thofe who buy them 
for their own ufe from fuftaining a lofs 
in purchafing them ; but it will 
leflen the lofTes that might otherwife 
happen, which the world has hereto- 
fore been fubjcft to for want of fuch 
knowledge. That lofles muft be fuf- 
tained is unqueftionable, and that 
thefe muft vary as circumftances differ,, 
the following cafes will evince. 



Obfervatiom 
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Ohferuations on the Lojfes fuppofed t6 
be fujf'ained by the Purcbafe of 
Jewels. 

THE expence of making (bme 
pieces of jewelling work comes 

to a confiderable part of the purchafo 
money ; and generally, where there 

is the leaft value of Diamonds, the 
expence is the greateft ; as, when a 
large number of fmall Diamonds are 
employed : When fuch ajewel is re-fold> 
that expence muft be deduced, if it 
be injured by wear or by accident, or 
it becomes unfafhionable. 

Again, jewellers muft be fuppofed 
to have a confiderable fum of money 
employed in trade, the returns of 
which are not very frequent ; and 
therefore a lofs muft unavoidably at- 
tend the purchaftng Jewels, and the 

creatcft 
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greeted in buying iarge Dianioitdt, 
altlK>ugh the expence of. fetting them 
be leJs,. on account of their lying 
mtich longer in the po{Ie(Iion of jewek 
lers than thofe of the fmaller (brt .; 
and th^cfore all jewellers fuppoiing 
the probability of this, never give (6 
near the value of them as for fmaller 

ft 

Stones, they being always more mar-^ 
ketable. 

As this is the cafe, perfons of rank 
and fortune, that need not regard atiy 
reafonable lofs, or the intereft of 
money, are the proper purcha(ers of 
jewels ; and the money laid out by 
fuch perfons can no more be deemed 
luxury in them, than that which is 
expended in equipping and furniOiing 
iide-boards and cabinets, and oa all 
other coftly perfonal equipments in 
gold and filver. But it may be faidi 
ih{it the latter is more ufeful and ilecef* 

fkry 
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fiuy tjjatf'thc former. To Which k 
may be anfwered, that its ufes ma^ hti 
fupplied at a much cheaper rate ; f6 
the appearance and credit muft be the 
temaining motive for laying out money 
that Way ; which is the fkme in reipe€t 
td jcwelis : And if the lofles attending 
the purchafing thefe be an objedion, 
it will be found to lie as ftrong againft 
the other, in refpedt to fafhionable 
elegant things, the workmanship of 
which, upon an average, comes to 
at Icaft r, if not i, of the purchafc 
money. ■ . 

The lofs by jcwelsj it iis humbly, 
apprehended, will not, in future timds^ 
exceed that, although it has been 
otherwife in times pad, as appears 
by imftances that have been given, 
which ftiew that not above 7 or f of 
the purchafe money could be dbtained 

for 
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for jewels^ either, by way of pledge^ 
or £ile ; which has chiefly arofe from 
jewellers not being well acquainted 
with the natural and juft value of 
them, which cannot be the cafe in 
future time ; it being evident, that 
traders have it in their power to come 
at their true value, by eflimating as 
they are worth per carat, by the rule 
exhibited. This being the cafe, any 
one elfe may attain the knowledge of 
the value of any Diamond or Pearl, 
or parcels thereof, by applying to a 
skilful jeweller, to know what they 
jnay be worth per carat. 

And this will be the means of pre- 
venting any perfons felling their jewels 
on fuch di&dvantageous terms, as have 
been before taken notice of; fince they 
will rather pledge them, and wait for 
a more favourable offer ; and a better 
knowledge of their value will procure 



more 
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more money lent on them, if occafion 
requires it, than in times paft. And 
as the skill of traders appears fo ufc- 
ful, they muft be fuppofed to be in- 
titled to a fuitable reward for giving 
their opinions in all fuch cafes. Thefe 
meafurcs will tend to fupport the 
worth of Jewels, and render all pro- 
perty of this kind permanent weakh, 
exclufive of the deductions a little 
before mentioned, and make them 
the proper pofleflion of pcrfons of rank 
and fortune here, as well as in other 
countries ; efpecially, if the wealth 
of the nation increafes, becaufe all 
purchafes of income muft advance, as 
that augments, and of courfe bring 
down the value of money. 

For example ; if any one fhould 
be forced to give three hundred pounds 
for an income that in time paft could 
be purchafed for two hundred pounds, 

1 it 
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it is evident that then three hundred 
pounds is reduced to the value of two 
hundred i If this be an evil, the laying 
out the exuberance of our money in 
Jewels feeins to be the propereft redrefs 
of it, as they are a durable, though 
not a profitable, treafure ; inafmuch 
as they may be found of convenience 
in anytimeofdiftrefs, whether private 
or publick. The latter, indeed, we have 
the happinefs to have no reafon to fear. 
What has been obfcrved of the 
utility of Jewels, Diamonds efpecially, 
to perfons of dignity, and thofe of 
affluent fortunes ; and of the condud: 
of the India people in not forcing the 
fale of them, by lowering their price, 
but on the contrary withdrawing them, 
when there appears a flack demand, 
which is (uppofed to arife from the great 
cxpence they are at in the fearch of 
them ; for although the price of labour 

L 2 in 
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in India is exceffive cheap, yet the 
hands that are employed in this work, 
. as Monfieur Tavermer and other 
authors have taken notice of, are fo 
very numerous, that it makes it a coftly, 
and even a precarious undertaking i 
And confidering that, notvirithftand- 
ing Europe has been fupplied with. Dia- 
monds from thence, and from the Brtf- 
zilsy within twenty years lafl: paft, a-r 
bundantly more than in any preceding 
number of years, yet the amount of the 
annual value of them,, on an average, 
comes a great deal (hort of two 
hundred thoufand pounds fterling : 
And farther confidering, that many 
countries are come more into the ufe of 
them of late years than formerly ; and 
that fome which in times paft were al- 
moft ftrangers to their exiftence, are 
now buyers of them, but principally 
the moft indifferent fort j which is a 

beneficial 
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beneficial circumftance, as the tafte of 
other countries, which I need not 
name, is fo ' much refined : All thefe 
circumftances taken into the account, 
arid fwppofing the ^Brazil mines 
prove abortive, cannot but abate 
a fufpicion that has been enter- 
tained concerning this part of the 
world's being glutted with Diamonds, 
which, it is .thought hy fuch per- 
fons, will in time fink the price of 
them. 

Judging thofe confiderations are 
fufficient to quell fuch fears, I fhall 
proceed to fliew it is not the cafe at 
prefect, their price of late being ad- 
vanced (I mean in Europe only) and 
the caufe of it is this, that moft of the 
capital Jewels are returned into the 
poffeffion of their proper owners, 
which have fome years paft been in 

L 3 - the 
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the hands of ufurers, owing to th^ 
great expence that fome Princes have 
been at in the late war ; which the 
peace has not only enabled them to 
redeem, but likewife qualified, them 
to become farther purchafers. And 
this proves the fitnefs of pledging 
Jewels rather than felling them below 
what they ought to fetch, fuppofing 
that neceffity does not force any there- 
to ; which is not to be imagined of 
perfons of high rank, ©r of good 
eftates, as time gives them an oppor- 
tunity of redeeming any pledges. 



i 
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CONCLUSION. 

THIS concludes the important 
fubjeds I have beeir treating 
of j and the enlargements that have 

been 
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been made to this edition) I flatter 
myfelf will be found not only explana- 
tory of my firft publication, but that 
^hey will likewife give force to what 
is therein contained, and which would 

have been added thereto, had I then feen 
it to be neceflary ; but which I have not 
bc«n convinced of till lately, and now 
think the omifHon of it would be an 
impediment to my defign, which is 
that of ccnnmunicating truth and 
knowledge, beneficial to the pub- 
lick, and to all ingenious traders, and 
which is calculated to raife their repu- 
tations and ufefulnefs, and likewife to 
pcomc^e art in the embellifhments of 
IXamonds, and recover, if poffible» 

the almofl lofl manufadure of tl^m 
to this kingdom, that has in time, 
pafl been pofTefTed of the chief fhare 
thereof, and which has carried the 
improvement of it to the greateft 

L 4 height 
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height of any part of the world, and 
is now as capable of doing fo as ever, 
if permitted ; which I hope to fee 
brought about. 

The lofs of this valuable manu&c<> 
ture, and of the trade refulting there^- 
from, has been wholly owing to a de- 
lufive manner of working them a- 
broad, which enables foreigners to 
fell Diamonds cheaper by weight than 
it is poffible to afford well wrought 
ones for. By this means they are te- 
come pofTefTed of almoil the whole 
of this manufacture and trade. 

And this pradice has been much 
countenanced by fome traders in Lan- 
don^ who have fold fbr fome years paft 
^ or more of thefe foreign wrought 
Diamonds, to the great difcredit of 
their wearers ; which conduct feems 
to come but little fhort of an affront 
on the quality and gentry of this king-? 

dom, 
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dom', and ihews d manifeft difregard'^ 
(Si die intereft thereof y which 1 aitr 
(ottj to have oocaiion to take notice^ 
of, as well as of fbmei other mattersi^ 
that could not juftifiabiy efcape m^ 
Mesvadon, but which I am fatisfiecl 
will give no offence to any impartial 
unprejudiced perfcm ; and the new 
matter in this edition^ I doubt not* 
wiU meet with th^ approbation of 
die .judicious,^ a^ it mu^ give an addi- 
tboal inforcement to what is contained 
in the firft, and ferves to render the^e 
important articles of wealth of more 
eUabtiflied worth than in times pafl, 
fince their value aj^ars to be determi- 
nable by rules founded on reafon and 
truth, which has hitherto been fubjedl: 
tothe capricious eflimation of unguid- 
ed judgment. And I am the more en- 
couraged to hope for the countenance 
of^h perfons, as my firft has received 

that 



that honour, as well among people of ^ 
mnk and condition, as among traders 
in jewels ; and I have the fatisfadion 
of knowing it daily gains ground, 
and am particularly pleafed in find- 
ing a confiderable increafe of bufine(s 
within twelve months pad, in the beft 
manner of working Diamonds. 

And now being no ways confcious of 
having taken any unwarrantable free-r 
doms in any part of this treatife, but 
purfued truth, juftice and the fitneis 
of things to the beft of my knowledge, 
I (hall not trouble my readers with any 
farther y^idication of my condu^. 
But in refped to any imperfedion of 
ftile that may appear in this treatife, I 
hope the candi4 part of the world 
will overlook it, as I |nake no prcr 
tenfion to any accomplifhment in that 
way ; and all that J have aimed at has 
been to convey my thoughts in as clear 

a 



k Manner as my abilities would enable 
me to do: And this, 1 queftion notj 
Will be accepted as a fufficient apology 
for any inaccUracy of expreffidii ill 
the book. 

N. B. Both the farmer edition and 
this are entered in the hall-book of the 
company of &»<(«»erf4 
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